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Football Premlership: Aston Villa 3 Arsenal 2 
Gregory lays claim 
to the title deeds 


that there are four teams wlıo have 
tlıe potential to be champions — 
including us. " 

At the same time Gregory's iacti- 
cal switches in the second half 
contributed in no small part 1o the 
way his team turned the match 
around. His introduction of Stan 
Collymore, who had begun the 


on to lhe periueter track, It was the 
thir serious acciclent at a mateh ir 
valving Arsenal this season. Viilas 
physiu, liv Walker, was 
those wilo raced to his help, 
Al Cuvenlry a steward Was 
crushed to clealh by Arsenal's team 
bııs, and cluring this month's Chare 
pions Leaguc game in Athens a 
Panatliinaikos supporter suffered a 
fatal fall fron the top of a stand. 
Villa appearecl to be in a dilemma 
when the game reslarted. If they 
brought on Collymore, cover would 
have to be sacrificed sontewhere, 
Iuviling Arsenal to score a tlird Î 
gual. Bul Gregory allowed only 
eight minutes of the second half lo 
pass by before taking off Gareth 


| 


A [be Gua 


David Lacey at Villa Park 
Villa are 


AYBE Aston 
something more than pre- 
Christmas pretenders. Cer 


tainly they are championship 
material if powers of recovery are 
anything lo go by. 

Last Sunday a stunning second- 


Inan ext 


raordinary week the US president suffers th 


dishonaur and a great crime in 
these days ad iıı lhe day uf judg- 
ment to those enemies af God and 


PHT TAF FILME 


Iraq faces threat of fresh attacks 


came to halt air strikes against Baghdad 


The US defence secretary, William 
Cohen, said: “We are going to be in 
the region, we are going to maintain 


Quardlan Reporters 


Clinton seeks deal e 
to save presidency 


Speaker in less than two months, 
The slıock resignalion of the 
Speaker-elect, Bob Livingston, only 
weeks after he forced his predeces- 
sır Newt Gingrich to quit, left Con- 


Meanwhile Larry Fîynt, the pub- 
lisher whose investigations ilo 
cungressional sex lives force Mr 
Livingslon to quil as Speaker, has 
Ihreatenedl to release tlelails on up 
lo iı (laz ulher Republicans befure 
Congress reconven€s in January. 

As Waslıiington drew breath fler 
our (lays ol lumulluous palilical 
crisis amid tbe nnw suspenderl US 
issaull on Iraq, upinion polls 
showrnl contimucd strong ratings lur 
Mr Clinton, bul also a rise in those 
who want lim to resign and end Lhe 
vonslitulional slarncloff. 

An NBC poll taken after lhe 
House vote showed Mr Clinton's 
sııpporl rose from 68 per cent to 
73 per' cent. But a Newsweek magı- 
zîne pull showed a rise to 44 per 
cenl uf those wanting Mr Clinton to 
resign. Other polls showed fewer 


Barry, now a tired teenager, witlr 
(Irawing Wright to a back four and 
using Collymore to create a front 
three, 

Had Oakes not dealt smartly wilh 
a shot (ron Marc Overnıars just be 
fore the hour the switch night hare 
been acaclemirc. As it was Villa were 
level by the 65th minute. 


Hartin Kettle and 
dilan Borger in Washington 


1 HE White House this week 
First Collymore's run stretched launched a secret drive (o 


with the outside of a foot | years to face a Senale impeacl)- 
Joachim's centre from the wight s28 | nentirial, 
a shol from Dublin blocked, Alî | | followed a two-day clebale in 
Thumpson proddecl the rebound | le House uf Representatives, le- 
forward, and Dublin nove clear ûf Î lyed after Mr Clinton ordered air 
the delence lo beat Davicl Seamat. likes againsl [raq, al the erd uf 
In vain Arsenal claimecl, with somt | shich congressınen voled for Iwo rf 
justification, thal Dublin was off | he House judiciary committew's 
side. bur arlicles of inpeachueni. 
Either wny Villa now sensed th | Nr Clinton's adı ¢ live begun 
could win a match that only %' | onsultations with Senatı Republi 
minutes »arlier hacl seemetl ans on possible compromise deiuls, 
beyontl them. Sure enough, n f | ù which the president would be 
83rl minule ‘Thompson's CON | ensured and perhaps fined, lhus 
from the riglıt cleared the leaps | xoiding a trial which sone experts 
Martin Keown, and Dublin had tin | say conld last up tu six months, 
anıd space to control the ball befor | Impeachment andl removal of the 
(Irivingz it into the roof of the nel. Wesident from office would require 
alethirds Senate majorly. 
Northern Ireland peace 
, eker, Senator Gvorge Milclell, a 


PHOTO: MICHAEL STEELE 


ing what decent service there was, 
In the closing seconds of the half 
Bergkamp and Anelka sliced 
through Villa's cover with a couble 
exchange of passes which ended 
with the Frenchman dragging the 
ball back from tlhe byline for the 
Dutchman to turn it past Oakes 
once more. 

‘The second half of the mateh was 
delayed by 15 minutes after a mem- 
ber of the RAF Hawks parachute 
team, jumping to publicise an insur- 
ance service, crashed into the roof 
of the main stand before plunging 


Athletics 


لتس . سس ب ا 
Rising expectatlons . . . Arsenal keeper David Seaman leaps to deny‏ 
the home side's highest jumper Ugo Ehlogu‏ 


berg, a strong influence in the first 
half, beating Alan Wright in the air. 
As the ball bobbed! on, Anelka's 
head flicked it past Gareth South- 
gate with Bergkamp surging 
through to gain possession. The 
bounce was awkward, the ball just 
woull not come down, but 
Bergkaınp's technique enabled hiın 
1o beat Michael Oakes with a hori- 
zonlal volley. 

Villa's immediate response was 
raggecl, with liltle of consequence 
reaching Dublin, and Joaclıim's ten- 
dency to snatch at everything, wast- 


2 Subtle distinctlon of sister 


ل a‏ 2 ا B RITA and the United‏ سے 
ion (6 te majorily leader, was | people backing resignation, reserved the riglıt to launch Î our niilitary ı apa! ility, we are going unanity who conunitte: it."‏ 0 

3 ha ral ai ree dhl nds It | 1 3th fOr Radcliffe : pected to be elle i to speal- There were early hints (hal some fresh attacks on Iraq aš the | to continue tlıe sanctions and watch Under UN resolutions, the eco 

a nose wipe (5) S uC | eadthe allenıpt le strike iı deal. Rupııblicans sharcd the White | two goverınmenls struggled fo win | to make sıre that le doesır't pose a noıuic sanctions inıposecl : afer 
4 He wrote settings to be found in Ar Clinton sail last Salurdlay Ihal | House aim of averling a long nnd internalional support this week fora | tlıreat to his neighbours or try to | iraq's 1990 invasion 0 Kuwall call 

a psaller (10) Duncan Mackay In Ferrara screw but, as she entered the ' enderl to ght lo renain in the | humiliating trial whlch would lock | policy of conlainnıenl ollnwing four reconstitute these programmes, nat be lifted until Unscaım cer e 
6 Student taking a job to support last kilometre with Ribeiro, ll : File House until “tlc last hour of | up Congress, presllency aud | days of intense air strikes against Iraq's ambassador to the UN, f that îraq ا‎ a E 0 nuclear, 

his studies (8) GREAT year for British ath- fnmed for her sprint finish, sh |. day uf my term” and 1a | supreme court business, Sacllam Husseln's regime, Nizar Hamdoun, said tle allied Û chemical and biol ogical eaponê 
7 At the pole and in the Arctic letes ended on a suitably un her shoulder, it looked aS ln resign in favour of "ITıere has to be some considera- Tony Blair, ordering the aircraft | attacks had killed or wounded thou- and longzrange i les. How that is 

Circle might be anow (8) high note when Paula Radcliffe would be a familiar tale at the ident Al Gore. tion to wlıal you do that is the best | carrier HMS Invincible lo the Gulf, sands of people. Previous a to be done " out Uascom renains 
8 The Saint could be slow to act | won the European Cross-coun- end. presiclent went to church | uncler the circumstances to resolve | insisted that if Britain and the US | indicated tlıat at least 42 people ae ê: 

(8) try Championships here last Yet even the Portuguese rum ( with his dnughter, j this matter in the best interesls of | had not taken action to keep Presi | been killed and 9 wounded, 1 he en 380 sai 
13 She calches a man by cunning | Sunday, to claim her first senior | ner was unable to hold on t0 ۹ ebea, the Wile House clıief of | the country," Orrin Hatch, the | dent Saddam “in his cage” their cred Intensive dipole activity 1 i lae missiles were ۳ r. 

wile, but there's no warmth In li | title. Radcliffe as the relentless P^ , f John Podesta, said Mr Clinton | Senale jucliciary comınittee chair- | ibility would have been "reduced to | now expected to build CDA ing campaign س‎ E an 

(5.5) The Bedford runner's domi- took ils toll, and ahe 1n , Wl not step down. “I {llnk if Lhe j man and a senior Republican, said. zero", 1 : | support for a new policy o a Sur ا 1 ا 5 ا‎ Kuwait 
15 Story of stake-holding: the Cty | nating performance over a fleld | fourth. The last to succun Unt were lo resign uncler these Mr Hatch called. on the Senate With unconfirmed reports of | ment, with Britain trying en ulf war 6 raq 2 ا‎ ait. 

act (8) that included Fernanda Ribeiro, | the closing 300m, aa Radi ا‎ it would weaken the | majority leader, Trent Lott, to con- thousands of Iraqis killed and iu- | fences with its pen ا‎ hl raq hs 1 00 Tonal ا‎ Tm 
16 A boy overtaken by his senior in | the Olympic 10,000 metres won by three second wet, [Frtlency, it woukl weaken the | duct a private straw poll of senators | jured in Operation Desert Fox and | after ment o ا 4 ا‎ Hiokad 680 aircraft mis: 

the race (8) champion, took to 13 the num- Finland’s Annemari n be it would ‘undermine | to see whether Mr Clinton is likely | doubts about how much damage | only Britain 1 e i ol a E 
17 Leading man sald to upset ber of European titles won by the 1995 champlon, and YU" | .% process te Founding Fathers | 1o be convicted. had been done to the country’s mili | _ Russla d1 1 th i 12 RAF Tornado fi hter-bormbers 

Philp's wife (8) British athletes during 1998. slavia’s Olivera Jevtic, . place, It woıld be a bad thing | The tvio articles of impeachment | tary machine, President Saddam | Britain ha ا‎ y e gome ا‎ . 
19 Worker turns up to join work unit Radcliffe will always belleve it | had beaten Radcliffe ı America,” Mr Podesta said. cover perjury in Mr Clinton's claimed his country had been victo- 2 by 2 tin 1 0 8 0 Tati ease naza a ék) Bade 

north of the border (6) would have been 4 e for the Budapest. ity E the House last Sat. continued on page 3 re e چا ار‎ 1 e 2 e 0 n O ا‎ 2 
20 Strong line: if you take one for virus she contracted before the Republican ' party . 4 7 8 . 1 

noth (6) European Championships in | med at the lose of its second ¦ Washington Post, page 13 action against Ireq, the Brilish prime’. e ما‎ a the lg RE al Le Monde, page 11 1 
21 Donkey ol the Orange Order {6) j Budapest which reduced her to ا ا‎ 1 minister said: "If he [Saddamı] poses oscow has been 


Washington and London disre- 


any threat to the outside world, we 


a ahadow of herself as ahe fin- 


afternoon on the bench, to augment 
Dublin and Joachim up front 
steadily eroded the efficiency of an 
Aı'senal defence which, while lack- 
Ing the injured Tony Adams, had 
hitherto resisted Villa's untidy at- 
tacks with little difficulty, “My play- 
erg let me speechless at the end but 
they had also left me speechless at 
halftime. In the first half we played 


be the way his team's organisation 
at the back crumbled away after 
Bergkamp and Nicolas Anelka had 
dominated much of the first half. 
Arsenal performed some extraord}- 
nary tactical contortions in their 
efforts to regaln the initiative, one of 
which involved Steve Bould spend- 
ing a period on the left wing, 

Having also gone four Premier- 
slıip matches without a win, Arsenal 
were as keen as Villa to go for three 
points, and the commiiment of both 
sides to attack ensured a rewarding 
spectacle froın the outset. Yet Villa 
struggled to get into the game. 

The opening goal, after 14 min- 
utes, atemmed from Fredrik LJung- 


half revival restored John Gregory's 
leaın to the top of the Preıniership 
after Manchester United had briefly 
occupied top spot following Sat- 
urclay’s games. Arsenal's period of 
travail appeared over wlıen Dennis 
Bergkanıp gave them a 2-0 lead on 
the stroke of halftime with his 
second goal of the game, but after 
Julian Joachim lad restored Villa's 


interest in the contest Dion Dublin | with fear,” said Gregory. E 4 | Arsenal at the back, and Lee Her ' save Bill Clinton's presidency, | gressman Dennis Hastert of Illinois 
scored twice to bring thenı a memo- For Arsène Wenger the most dis- 7 drie's shorl, square pass Set up | ks than 24 hours afler he became | as the frontrunner for the post. 
rable victory in a thoroughly enter- | appointing aspect of this defeat will 0 Juachim for a goal taken shank le first United States president in 


taining match, 

The victory over the champions 
and Double winners, and especially 
the manner in which it was 
achieved, will have done much to 
restore confidence among the Villa 
supporters after only two points had 
been taken from four games, their 
previous game, at Clıelsca, being 
last after ‘Tore Andre Flo grabbed 
an injury-lime winner. Here, Villa 
sinıply refused to admit that a 
revived Arsenal sile were their 
superiors; it was a triumph of 
stubbornness as much as anything. 

Gregory said: "I believe after the 
week we have had against Manches- 
ter United, Chelsea and Arsenal, 
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2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


27 = LL = 
Effectiveness of Desert Fox called into question The Week 
Go ك‎ i= 2 lo r 1 ike sS destruction, and (c) intimidating presiclents, through assassination, Briefly 1 
ne al Str and occupying neighbouring coun’ | illness or resignation, and lhe coun about 70 per cent of the 97 targets | centres, 10 bases of the Republican Independent analysts point out T URKEY'S prime minister- . 
. trles? It should not be forgotten thal | try has carried on with hardly a | Rohard Norton-Taylor hit over the four nights ofattacke. ' guard, and 30 sites involved in mak- | that it js particularly difficult to des- designate, Bulent Ecevit, 
ag alns 1 1/ ra q abh orren 1 lsracli weapons of mass destruction | backward glance. C ANADIAN senalors are ay | RITISF and United States off | _ The chlef ofthe UK defence staff, | ing weapons of mass destruction. | troy Iraq's chemical and biological | said he had abandoned his 
are financed in part with hand-ouls | The only way the election would pointe by Ihe Governor Gey أ‎ Bs hailed alr strikes against | General Sir Charles Guthrie, said it | Mr Cohen sald:“We've been care- warfare Capabilty since it 1s easy for | attempt to form a new govern- 
from the "peace-loving" US adıninis- | be “reversed” would be lo declare | eral in Council, that is, by the prime | a success, but were vague | would take Saddam Husseln years | ful to set realistic goals, We've also | President Saddam to hide both the | ment, President Suleyman 

J BILL Clinton's speech follow- greatly from alrocities conımitted in | tration. Bob Dole president, which, besicles miuisler uf the (lay. In practice, a | leq e scale of the damage iır- | to “recreate an air defence network” | been careful not to elther overstate | substances and information on how Demirel must now find a politi- 

ing the launching of air strikes | the former Yugoslavia, East Timor, ErybAnne Baylis, being urconsiitutional, is ludi Seuilt appuinlment Is lesg like e Two key questions about Op- | wiliile the British prime minister, | or exaggerate the results." to manufacture them. cal leader capable of forging a 
ğgginst Iraq, İt wns unclear wha | Rwanda, South Aica, Chile, and | Frejus, France frofessor Alan Dershowil tvagnition of distincllon (han: e Desert Fox remained: how | Tony Blair, insisted that the opera- Responding to criticism that the | The focus for US and British in- new administration before a 
exactly had actel — the United numerous other areas of the world. of “a legislative coup d'étal" is Pre- | convenient vay of cunsoling a dis: anion was done to Saddam | tion had shown Iraq “that we can | raids had failed in their objectives, | telligence has now switched to a | midJanuary deadline. 
Nations, the United E Clin- | Is it ا‎ for 0 US be truly و‎ B5 ET nansense, as he well | carded ıninisler, rewarding a ln) much E machine and abilily to | strike hard against [Saddam's privi- | Mr Cohen said: “Some have charac ew «large ow to event ir and 
ton and his security advisers? Why | honest about wi ly it chooses 10 nows, zore SUpports at least | parly supporler, or openin a j ussein's repression Republican Guard, key props | terised moderate damage as-soıher | lis ends from taking retaliatory 
do the boundaries between these | bomb Iraq at this time? Are our eco- Chile S military In 95 per cent of Bill Clinlon's policies. | safe Coınmons seat. E 1 n emel e E Ig e edi rs ind hee Ty HOw  belng™less than successful terrorist action. The Australlan gov- HE United Nations brokered 
three blur so easily? It is one thing | nomic interests really so inıpor tant? need of a lesson Impeachment is nothing more than Canadians conseqırenlly have ft The US defence secretary, Willian | bility”, Iraq's conscript army, he em- [but] when we make these prelimi | ernment says Richard Butler, the peace agreement between 
to acknowletlge the power of the US And, if the US is willing to sıuıpport an accusation; it gives Clinlon the | tle respev1 far' their Senate, and Chen, acknowledged that some of | phasised, was not targeted. nary assessments, what looks either Î chief UN weapons inspector, lias re- the Angolan goyernment and the 
in the work taclay, ad even to allow | UN policy by bombing Iraq, why is apporlunily of his "Jay in court" in a | there is general agreement that lhe he targets lılt could be rebuilt in a Mr Blair said targets included | to be light or moderate cannot be | ceived death threats after issuing | Unita rel I was hens fifi ng 
our mifitary lo be used to enforce | it nol willlag lo pay the UN its out- {UST differ from Eric Hohsbawın | Senale irial, where, presided over | instilulion needs 1o be fundamen year. Pentagon analysts have esli- | 27 air defence systems, 20 com- calibrated in terms of a normal | the report last week that nramıptd چو ت‎ e higlilarn 8 
internatlonal decisions. standing dues? {Decenıber 13), even though lie by the Chief Justice of the Supreme tally refurmedl. ualed less than serious damage to | mand, control and communications understanding.” ____.______—f-the-tunnbIng Ol Iraq. across 

However, an undeclared Wal, Finally, Clinton's “cultural sensi- invokes "learlers of the Chilean lefl" 


which diaplaced tens of thau- 


sands of people. 


Washington Post, page 1-4 


ANAAN BANANA, the for- 
mcr Zimhnbweaı president 


9 


repairs 


Diplomatic 


For the ubserver on this side ol 
the Atlantic, it is (herefore hard 4 
unclerstand why the Blair adminis 
tration should propose to introduce 
precisely this mudel in Britain. 
Nigel H Richardsun, 

Toronto, Canada 


Court, each sicle makes the case far 
or against lıis removal from office, 
which would require a twothirds 
majority. 

All Keltle's rhetoric about “bible- 
thumping fundamentalisis” aul the 
like avoids the fact that this presi- 


and "a very authoritative democra- 
tic figure in neighbouring Argen- 
tina" — but not the thousands of 
Chileans who want Pinochet prose- 
cutecl lo the full extent of the law, 
When Hobsbawm refers to 


without the UN's support, secms 
scarcely different from the behav- 
four of several powers during tlıe 
second world war. The Japanese 
BOvernment believetl it was acting in 
Ihe best interests of ifs neighbours 


tivity" is abhorrent. How nice of him 
to consicler the Iraqis’ religious holi- 
«lay. Now they can begin celebrating 
Ramadan by mourning their dead, 

1 do not condone Saddam Hus- 
sein's actions. But I also do not 


by subjecting them to Japanese 
rule, Does the US truly believe that 
we are acting in tlie best interest of 


condone the actions of the US gov- 
ernment inı acting without the prior 
approval of the international corn- 


Chile's "endangered democracy”, 


vunvıcted of 11 counts of homo- 
he means a democracy that exists at 


sexual assault, surrendererl to 


to follow Iraq attacks 


dent is a felon, has manifestly con- 
travened his oath to “preserve, 


: tence, aııd endangerel human be- Tick Bruggeman, lave long been working lu eau | East and Europe came under attack: frOM Ba hd ad 
ekly 4 ings all ùver globe will be that 5 Iluifu, Israrl ioe, dıl at ihe very lean in e Hague, a E The VIEW 9 ORE than 100.000 Fon 
9F much more enclangered. Tlıese con Baghdad “some light al lhe | were driven back his abdomen. The 20-year-ol ııran cı 
siderations should far outweigh Cloning con trary ; || | efthe lunnel”. It will clearly nol | charge after they pelted ıhe 8 ا‎ lan م‎ cigarette seller expressed the taught in tents next ا‎ ese 
ûn happen in a speculations about Chilean polilics to h uman ri hts p٦ Ul, EVANS (December 20) is |o persuade them to sign up | bassy with stones; in Copenhager! ا با‎ tracer fire oating | common sentiment of Baghdad of the damage to schoois 4: 
0 wlıich, ifthe truth be tall, no one can 9 unly half right. These are ir | | otghter enforcement windows were broken at the US em- 2 ily through the skies residents: “When I heard the Hurricane Mitch, The UN has 
0 : adlvaııce with genuine confidence. devl lhe halcyon days, but binocu 1 most vocal crillc has been | bassy when’ hundreds of ‘Iraqis ray aglıdad, The sound siren I felt there was nothing I agreed to danate 1,000 tents. 
IŞE your hands o tho NMichael Neumann, you ARE right lo say hal (here | lars seenı 1o have mislerl tip, for ihe | Rss, which last wcek withdrew | hurled objecls at the building. rN û moments later and then | could do, so I just kept walking. 
Peterborough, Ontario, Canada is a yuk factor at work over the | nest floilinyg on lhe calm walters lÎ ik to Britain In prolesl So far Arab countries friendly to 2 ek waves, writes David | Then there was an enormous d Swi 
possibilily of human cloning (Cuın- | the Metliter ranean locs nol cotail | ire first lime since 1971, Despite | the US, such as Egypt and i r) in Baghdad, explosion and I don’t remember HE United States e 88 
ment, December 20} bul, as with | a hawk or vve i razorbill, bul 5S economic weakness and | have refrainecl {rom criticising U r r eg EE anything else.” governments signe ا‎ 
Subacrintlon rales 1 year 2 years EADERS of the Chilean left, ir- | most of the commeuls on the sub- | kingfisher, wlıose Greek name iS, on foreign aid, the | British policy in the Middle East. e t that Baghdad had A middle-aged woman asked: | agreement in Washington to ap! 
United Kingdom £52 re5 cluding survivors wlio were in ject, it is assumed that {he qucslion cuurse, “halcyon”. ernment of Yevgeny Primakoy is | ‘The question now is höw long will و‎ more blackened and “Can you tell me what these $ 175 million from a dr ug deal- 
ee pan 2 office in 1970-73, told Hobsbawm | exists in a moral vacuum and thal | (ri Peter Sonth, aly determined to plough Its | they and other Arab governments e led tower blocka, A missile | bombs have achieved? Has ers a aii Oper. 
اا‎ 0 a ê ta a a that returning Pinochet to Chile | there has been no thought or dis- | Frittenden, Kent f" furrow. General Leonid | be able to resist pressure from ry through the roof of | anything changed between on, Sise ofa Bald: 
¥ e-mel ûn free to all postal subscribers. would “do least harm to the chances | cussion by any authoritative body. Fetov, lead of the Russian | fundamentalists? ات‎ bullding, apilling debris'out ` | tow and before last week? Only _ ج‎ : 
YES - I want en unblased vlew of world evanta, of democratic progress", Are these Cloning of human beings has, in for | ence minisiry’s co-operation de- Desert Fox Is over, but the ا ا‎ floor, Mohsen aHady™| our süffefiûg as Inereased, tS ebin voie ê ak: 
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police in Harare after returning 


protect ancl Jefend the Constitution”, 


Ihe pleastre of the army — an arımy 


1 HE UK government tleserves from South Africa, where he had 
Iraqi citizens and citizens of neigh- munity. which nay be called fascist without | and is unfit to hold his office of trust ligel praise for ils lmaginalie uardian Reporters But the politlal fallout trom sought refuge. 
bouring countries by air strikes? Melissa Mfelby, descending iulo leflist cant, How | and leadership. lt is Clinton, nul | inel vonıprehensive tubacca while Desert Fox will not simply be in the 


HE 500th execution took 


Finally, on the subject of public tainly be the mol pulenl wrzıpon in cult task of repairing relations | inevitable damage to the Middle place in the United Stntes 
ald its own people. Yet the US VEEN can we expect Bill Clin- | endangered? Clıilean lemacracy | opinion: an ABC poll has jusl shown | Ihe ciımpaign lo rerluce smoking Î sih the rest of the international | East peace process, since Gary Gilmore went befure 
reınains the only couniry to have ton and his trusty henchman, | will be safe aıul effective only if the | that two-thirds of Americans feel related disease, But surely it wasn | | wumunity efter last week's atlacks More worrying for Washington a firing squad in 1977. Andrew 
used nuclear weapons twice against Tony Blair, to lake clecisive military | power of the army is broken. That | that the presiclent should resign | pruluwced by the same juinrthp | alraq, Their priority is 1o seek sup- | and London is tle reaction front the 
another stale, action against Israel for {a) (lisre- 


OLICL exhumed the body of 

Roberto Calvi — known as 
God's banker for his relalionship 
with the Vatican bank —16 years 
after he was found hanging 
under a bridge in London, They 
hope to find out if he was 
murdered before or after the 
callapse of Banco Ambrosiano, 


Lavern Smitlı wns executed by 
lethal injection in Colurnbin, 
Sauth Carulina, for stabbing un 
elderly couple to death. 


ا 
2 


struined diplomatic relations in 
Europe and with Russia, and the 


Islami¢ world — with the usual 
exvepliun of Kuwait, all Aral guv- 
erıments have expressed condeıt- 
nalin, disapproval or regret al {he 
:Hlıcks. Their tone has been one uf 
sttlness ralher than anger, but 
poplar reactions have beeı [ar 
slrunyer. Islaınists and leftwingers 
condemned the attacks outright, 
and even Iraqi exile groups who 
look to the US for support dis- 
approved. Ahmad Chalabi, of the 
Iraqi National Congress, sail: “We 
are against any bombing unaccom- 


HE UNITED States andl 
Britain have begun the diffi- 


pirt for maintaining lhe United 
ions sanctions imposed in 1940, 
amd to find ways of moniloring wlint 
remains of Saddam Hussein's 
!xeapons of mass destruction. 
The key differences now are Ihat 
the inspectors of the UN Special 
ission (Unscon}) — col 
demned as sples by Baghdad — are 
highly unlikely to go back, and thal 
iemational Jetermination to keep 
Saddam Hussein “In hls cage” is 
huking shakier han ever before. 
Countries synıpathetic lo Iraq, 


and opposed to ınilitary action, 


س 


paper (December 20). The promised 
increases in cigurefle tax will rer 


Government which is arguing for 
Ihe retenlinn ol clhe, dutydrer 
cigareltes, Wils il? 

Tmuald Reid. 

2lssuriatin for Public Health. Londok 


SHOULD very much hope lul 

ihe Guutrdiinı Weckly will slick lw 
Ihe kind uf Richard MI Sudha 
ter is complaining about (December 
Ol as long as there are people like 
Mr Sudlalter who, in the fare wW 
U yvars uf Israuli dispussession ad 
ion of another people, claim 


“Clinton-laters"”, who has brought 
diseredit on lhe presidency. 


rather than put the country thruugl 
a Senate trial, and #0 per cenı think 
he is a perjurer. We can't all be "anti 
#uvernmenl obsessives", 

Nicholas U brll, 

Phoenixville. Prnusylvania, USA 


A S PROCEEDINGS to impeuclı 
an American presided move in- 
exorably furward, rerall Britain in 
the firs1 year of the reign of Gen ge 
VT aud the words of Perey Bysshe 
Shelley: "What silly stuff (o empluy 
a great nation aboul.” 


oppre ' uch as France anıd Russia, furious panied by any plan to overthrow i 1 3 PHOTO: RAMZIHADAR | Italya largest private bank, of 
will be undone, Ihe Lords will have Eliubeth Quauntre, iocene’ dnd deumail eer | alnot being consulted about Desert | Saddam's regime. iddl raqi which he was chairman. 
established nothing but Lheir impo | A/mrontr, Ontarivu, Canada handedness, : | US embassies in both the Middle 


much can such a democracy accont- 
plish, and what would lead us to 
suppose that it will ever cease to be 


would hardly be rendered more 
probable by Pinocltet's return, which 
wauld be a triımph for Pinochet, 
effectively erasing the "humilinlian" 
1o wlıich Hobsbawm rcfers. 

In any case, it is nol only Chile's 
inslilutions tliat are affecled by the 
Pinochel case. That a vicious mili- 
tary dictator should be arrested like 
a common criminal thousands of 
niles front lis Donte because of the 
brulalily of his rule represents no 
less than a ınajor slep forward in 
human civilisation. 

If Pinoclıet goes home, all that 


Cfintan's justification for the lat- 
est altacks is that Iraq has ıısetl ifs 
weapons against other countries 


Ailanta, Georgia, USA 


The atrocities Saddam Hussein 


garding Uniled Nations resolutions, 
has committed in Iraq do not differ 


(hb) stockpiling weapons of mass 


Cuardia 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 5 


Order Diplo 
now to get 
January issue 


Patrick Engsor, Edltor 


HE INITIAL response from 

last month’s readers’ aurvey 
shows that more than two out of 
three of you rated as excellent 
the trial issues of Le Monde 
diplomatique in English which 
we ran this year, And most of 
you thought it complemented the 
Guardian Weekly very well. 

Thank you for your vote of 
support. If you want to make 
sure of getting the next issue of 
the Diplo, wlıielı wlll be posted 
to subscribers with the January 
17 issue, don'l forget to take 
advantage of the special offer 
{see beloro) before Januury 9. 

Next month's issue will con- 
tain articles on Clıina, Iraq, 
Chile's hard path to cemocracy, 
the gcenclice-industîal complex, 1 
gurvey of the European left, und 
Noanı Chomsky's ouglits on 
curfbing foutlooac capital. 

Many current subscribers 
kecen to take up the Diplo offer 
have asked if hey vun synchre- 
nise bolh subscriptions by 
exlending their current Weckly 
subscripliun lo the endl uf 199. 

We are delighted te oblige 
sinec it ubviously miakvs sense 
to renew buth subacriplimas itt 
the sume tine. Please contact 
your local subscriptinns office 
by letter, fax or e-mail — tu ask 
how to go about it. 

To those new aubacribers for 
whoın this is their first issue, 
welcome and apologies for any 
delay In aending out your first 
copy. This has been caused by’ 
small technical hitch in repro- 
gramming our computer. Rest 
assured, however, that your 
subscription will run its full 
length from this issue date. We 
hope you enjoy the Weekly. 

This Christmas double issue 
comea with all our best wishes 
for 1999. Please let me know 
1f you have any complaints, or 
suggestions for improvements, 
by writing or e-mailing me at: 
patrick.ensor@guardian.co.uk 


MEPs blow the Commission’s cover 


whisll-blowers from 


meulL Britain's Pauline Green, 
Commission on the way that some 


leader of the Socialist group, was 
jetred when she tried to table a mo- 
tion of censure on the Commission, 
while explaining that she would 
then vote against her owıı motion. 

The long-standing tension be- 
tween the two dominant groups of 
British and German sociallsts came 
to a head afler Germany's leading 
fraud-fighter, Rosemarie Wemhauer, 
resigned from the budget cuntrol 
conımiittee in disgust at the way the 
British Labour grup bed to buull- 
(loze the Socialisl group Into back- 
ing the Conmission. 

The utter disarray of the divided 
Socialists was exploited by the To- 
ries, Christian Denwerats, Greens, 
Liberals and other political groups 
to İnfllct a humiliating defeat on the 
Commission and its Labour allies. 

The parliament has become pûr 
larised along traditional political 
lines, and the education commis- 
sioner aııd forıner French Socialist 
prime minister, Eclith Cresson, has 
implausibly claimed that the fraud 
inquiries were a righlwing plul to 
diseredit her. But the key to the 
vole was the principled refusal of 
German, Auslrian and Scandinavian 
Social Denmuwcrals to lulerale lhe 
Commission's performance. 


Under the usual European ritual 
that no decislon is ever quite final, 
the matter now goes back to the par- 
liament's budget committee before 
a new vote takes place early next 
year. The Commission thus gets 
one last chance to convince the par- 
liament that it can arıd will do better, 
In practical terma, siuce the vote re- 
lates to the budget of 1996, there 
are no iınmediate implications for 
the current working of the Commis: 
sion or its spending. 

But unless tie Commission sur 
vives the inevitable vote of confi 
dence next year, ard persuacles the 
parliament to vote a discharge 
which accepts that the 1996 buclget 
was properly spenl, il would be 
almost lınpossible for any current 
serving conmıissluuer' in be re- 
appoinled by the parliament in 
future. It will take some fancy font 
work lo spare the Comınission's 
president, Jacques Santer, 
sume or all olf his colleagues (rom 
demands for Iheir resignations. 

The fancy foolwark is part uf the 
trouble. Under pressure from his 
own Ruvernment, the parliament's 
presideul, Spain's José-Maria Gil 
Robles, has put tie fix in, with a 
rules commillee devisiwn Liat ii vole 
uf censure requires it twotlirels 
majorly, There is nulhing in the 
truatlies lu justify this, The rules 
tontiHee judgment is NOW beim 
chilled by newly assertive ancl 
selfcunfident MEPs. 

“I'his has been an. . 
vate," said Tory MEP Jatnes llles, 
who led tle parliamentary buttle as 
rapporteur of the budget committee. 
“When we see the abuses... and see 
the refusal of conmiissionet's to take 
inclividual responsibility, then we 
have.a lack of accountability that is 
impossible in a nıodern democracy." 

The vote also brought vindication 
for Chris White, a Britistı journalist 
who launched the first fraud probe 
into the Commission 10 years ago. 
He was put under such extraordi- 
nary personal pressure that the Bel 
gian police authorised him to carry 
a firearm for proteclion. 

“The Commission's 10-year cover” 
up has failed," said White, now etlir 
tor of the European Parliament 
ımagazine. "This lıas been the Euro- 
pean Parliament's finest hour,” 


thenıselves connected to frauds, 
and to the use of improper pressure 
to find lucrative Commission jobs 
for their families ancl aicles. 

Third, MEPS revolted against the 
way that national governments, in 
particular the British Labour party 
and tlıe Spanish conservatives, put 
strong pressutre on thelr own MEPs 
to let lhe Commission off the hook. 

‘The politics of this were confus- 
ing, since the British, French and 
German governments were trying 
to protect leftwing commissioners, 
while the Spaniards were simply 
trying to prevent a constilutional 
crisis and ensure that Europe's busi- 
ness continued as usual. But with 
important clecisions pending over 
EU budget and farm reforn?, all the 
national governments feared that 
defeat for the Comnuission could 
hamstring Europe's Jecislon-naking 
for months to come. The Commis- 
siun itself made the same point, in a 
last-minute appeal to the parliament, 
wich seems to have backfired 
when MEPs saw it as a form of 


1 up an alternative to the f; 
Communist parly — was tried in the 
sleps of fellow dissidents Wei Jing- | vcaslern cily of Hangzhou withoul 
sheng and Wang Dan, both releused | being allowed proper leg 


11 years for 

froma prison labour camp last Sun- | attempting 1o form an opposilion 
day on medical parole on conclition | party. The official Xinhua news j: 
that he left the country. He Inces | agency also said that he and Mr Xu}? 
certain re-arrest if he returns. had accepted funds Ironı “hostile f : 


Europe this week 
Martin Walker 


HE European Parlianieuıt 
chose a spectacular and defi- 
ant way to end the final days 
uf lhe old multi-currency Europe, 
{CDP} does not suggest real cor,| ıd ihe new single currency will 


mw be born amid a severe aud 
cen ' | erlue constitutional crisis. 
forceful sinicments by nationdil! The parliament has entbarked un 
leaders intended to defîne the limits | historic clash of powers by rel 
ig to approve the European Corn- 
nisyion's budget, clespite intense 
mesure by centre-left national gov- 
tnments, led by Tony Blair, lo ferd 
iff what the Commissiyn hid 
amed would be "tantamount 10 a 
nteol no conficlence"., 

Qulraged by a wave uf frau and 
management scaiıdlals within lhe 
Lomnuission, anl New eviclenev of 
ispersislent altermpls lu cover then 
Y and mislead Lhe parliament, 
0 MEPs voted to refuse 4 (lis- 
barge of the 196 budgel, while 
yS sided witlı lhe Coruuission. 

Three separale Eurupean crises 
ine naw mergecl inlo ote, with pro- 
und inplications for Le future role 
the parliament and denocracy in 
Dope. First, the parliament finally 
Serted ils constitutional role as lhe 
bocly lo approve or Con’ 
xun the spending of EU lıxpayers' 
‘Tiney, lt a way {hal will perma- 

Weaken lhe traditional clomi- 
. eof the Brussels bureaucracy. 
, kond, the Conumission's failure 


There were intense and heuledl 
scenes ou the floor of {le parlia- 


Mutated crop battle looms 


NEW trade war with the 
United States may be trig- 

gered this week when Europe's 
environment ministers debate the 
possibility of a Europe-wide ban 
on the sale of foods, crops and 
seeds containing genetically nod- 
ified organiams, or GMOs, writes 
Martin Walker in Brussels. 

The discussions, prompted by 
a request from the European 
Commission, follow a joint state- 
ment issued by the Commission 
and the European Parliament 
whiclı declared that, in the wake 
of the BSE “mand cow” crisis, the 
restoration of consumer trust in 
foods was now a to» priority. 

“Public concern is aot limited 
to BSE, but also covers the use 
of antibiotics and hormones and 
GMOn in food production and 


also broad isuues of hygiene,” 
sald Labour MEP Ken Collins, 
who chairs parliament's coın- 
mittee on the environment, 
public health and consumer 
protection, “In the past decade, 
more people have died from 

E. coli, snlmoncila and listeria 
than from BSE,” 

Mr Collins has called for a 
temporary ban on GMOs until 
the Europcan Council, Com- 
mission and parliament can 
agree an how to redraft a 1990 
directive setting out ground 
rules under which GMO plants 
can be approve. 

The genctics debate has 
moved on since 1990, and so 
has ihe aize and organlaation of 
the anti-GMO lobby — thanks in 
part to the BSE crisis. 
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Experience has shown that re 
&# une or lwo high-profile diss 
clenls allows Western governmenls 
lo claint that China is responding ® 


Hp its own acl and preveıt 
‘nal frauds has NInally becn ex- 
, td, 1 years after the first fratul 
'Ttiry began, The final raw fur 
ty. MEPs .was .the testimony .of 


There have been reportz of . 
artillery fire around Kusnin anı 
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Exile and jail for 
China dissidents 


John Gittings Mr Xu wife, He Xintong, sald 
aw أا‎ thal the court hatl appolnted a 


© HINA played the game of | kwyer for her huısband without | 


“two it antl one oul" when i j leaving him time to prepare 4| 


released a proninenl (lissi- | Jefence, 


dent into exile in the United Slales, ‘The ather leading dissident Wang 


Vauoui lleo Ave Xu accused «f 


whik. SUuvuhys unulhcr tre ta 
long prison terms. ing lo 
Liu Nianchun follows in the foul- 


into exile in tlıe past year. representatioll. 
Mr Liu, agecl 50, was releasccl He was given 


Human rights groups have | overseas organisations”. 


decried the timing of his release as The three week-long crnckdlow 
ûna handful of would-be founders ûl 


a “cynical” attempt to blunt criticism 
over the sentencing of the veteran 


ihe Chinese Democracy 
pro-democracy aclivist, Xu Wenli, 


Aud-~another ~-loading disgident, | vern that they might pose a polik, 
Wang Youcai. ‘Iireal, However, it.reinforces recenl ' 


„Mr Liu was sentenced without 
trial under administration regu- 
lalions — oflen used 1o cleal wilh | ofclissenl. 


dissenters — in 1995 after dralting a Lasl week Presiclent Jiang Zemin 
petilion calling for an official | told a meeting, held to celebrale ihe 
inquiry into the 1989 Tiananmen j Oth annivursary of China's aw 
Square massacre, numic refarmıs, (hat the current 

ft was the third time he had been j puliical syxlem “must nol br 
imprisoned in 17 years. His three- | shaken, weakexl ur discareledl al 
year lerıt was then extended, again | any lime", Fle vuwed ta “nip iu Ihe 


withoul Irial. bud" any subversive aclivilics. 


His bruther Liu Qing, whu now Ile US-based Human Rights in 
lives in New Yurk, said that Mr Liu | Chin group welcomed Mir Jiu: 
Bul in a statement it aclele 
being given 4 medical examination | “The Chinese gnvernmeni contin 
last month. ues lo play lnslage polities with nv 
{rue commitment to inleruational 


had beeu ill fûr (wo years belore | releis 


His wife, Chu Hailian, gained 


international publicity in Seplenıber' | huınan riyhIs stanclarcls.” 


when she was (lragged away by | China is cuncerned with the over. i 
security guards while trying lo | all balance uf relations with the LS , 
deliver a lelter lo the United Nations | and uher Western cemocracies. ln | 
spite oI Beijing's opposition lo US 
bombing iu Iraq, it must also take | 
Mîr Liu, his wife and (heir Liyear- Û ino account {onger-teri trade and ; 


human rights chief, Mar'y Robinson, 
outside a Beijing hotel. 


old daughter arrived ln lhe US less | strategic shared interests. 
than 34 lıours before Xu Weııli was 
sentenced in Beijing to 13 years in 


Mr Xu allracted foreign altenlion 
when he was briefly (letained while | human riglıis pressure. 
the British prime minister, Tony 
Blair, visited Beijing in Septernber. | Washington Post, page 13 
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Eman after South Korea sank a submarine from the North 


South Koreans sink submarine from North 


back.” Hwang Dorg Kyu, a South 
Korean defence ministry spokes 
man said. "As a resull we fired on 


Pyongyang because of its refusal to 
allow inspections of a suspected 
nuclear weapons plant. Tokyo las 
also imposed sanctions on the 
Nortlı since the launch of a rocket 
over Japanese (erritory in Aıgust. A 
second latınclı is expected soon. 

This month the North Korean 
ınilitary warned that the situalion 
was "on the brink of war", 

‘The South Korean president, Kin 
Daejung, has vowed to pursue a 
"sunshine policy" of engagement 
with Pyongyang. But the latest 
clash provides ammunition for his 
eneınies, wlıo demand a tougher 


South Korean 
recovered {he body of a North 
Korean frogınan, who was carrying 
a hand-gtenade. At leasl {lhree 
others are believed to have been 
aboard the vessel, 

Fearing infiltration, the South 
Korean nilitary went on maximunı 
alert. Roadblocks were set up near 
the southern coastline and thou- 
salds of {roops were mobilised to 
hunt for any North Korcan agents. 

It is not the first incursion by the 
North, which has still to sign a 
peace trealy with its neighbour after 
the 1950-53 Korean war, but the 
latest clash comes at a lime of the 
worst political tension in the past 


The incident, which is certain to 
inflame relations between the two 
sides, caıne as freslı evidence was 
revealed in Tokyo of the desperate 
condirions facing people in the 


Vor North Korea's leader, Kim 
Jong-il, the clash may be a useful 
diversion from domestic troubles. 
Iu recent years the Noritlı has been 
hit by floods and famine. Millions 
are believed to have starvecl to 


jail on clıarges of subversion. 


Washington is considering call 


lug off an energy acknowledge the crisis. 


UN officers check the body of a North Korean 


Jonathan Watts In Tokyo 


QLITH Korean naval forces 
sank anı İnirıucling North Korcan 
vessel last week afler a six-hour 


pursuit and firefigltt. 


famine-stricken North. 
The South Korean navy sported 
the intruding vessel, (lescribed as a 
high-speed "semiisubmersible,’ as it 
Approached (he shore neir Yosu 
Port. 
In the ensuing pursuit 12 South 
Korean ships tracked the intruder, 
while naval jets fired flares to mark 
ils progress, The vessel was altel 
al dawn, wien depth bombs were 
dropped in its path. 

"We fired warning slots, but the 
submarine continued to flee and fire 


Italy frees Kurdish leader | US envoy issues warning to Kosovo factions 


“The safety of KVM is the neighbouring village of 


bsolute . | reported seeing several hu 


He ssid progress towards a Yugoslav leader Slobodan 


Laat week Yugoslav soldiers broker the fraglle.peaceè tiné 


killed 31 ethnic Albanian sepa. . | ended the three-year warin. ' 
ratista of the Kosovo Liberation | Bosnia, cut a deal with Mr Milo” 
Army (KLA) who were part of a. 
140-strong group trying to . 
amuggle arms and supplies into . 


sevic in October in which the 
Serhlan leader averted Nato 


Kosovo. . . . | some of his security forces 
“Our initial feelings are that this | Kosovo. 1 ا‎ 
was a normal military.operation Part of the deal was Mr ' 


Later six Serba, five. of them. | . But with theshaky ceasef® 


¦ teenagers, were killed in the west | apparently in tattere, the ا‎ 
| Kosovan town of Pec when gun; | secretary-general, Javier 
men opened.fire in a bar. The . .;: 
Serbian media have claimed.the. , |i vojcing concern for the . ’" , 
attack was'ethnically motivated. . | monitars’,safety.. . 17 


many and Turkey, Turkey's request 
was rejected because Italy does not 
grant extradition to countries with 
the deatlı penalty. : 

Last week tlie: president 
court, Tommaso Figliuzzi, said the 
German warrant was not valid 
bevause Bonn had replaced the arig- 
inal, international warrant with oıte 
that meant Mir Ocalan could only be 
detained İf he went to Germany, 

‘The Turkish government sought 
legal clarificatlon of the decision, 
The defence nıinister, [Smet Sezgin, 
sald that if Mr Ocalan had been 
freed with no conditions "then this 
ls, a desperate mistake, 
daınage Turkey's relations with 
Italy and harm international law." , 

Others in Turkey were more cir- 
cumspect, awaiting an explanation 
of exactly what the. ftallan decision 


Hoftbrooke told reporters in the 
regional capital, Pristina, 


Chris Bird In Prizren 
ICHARD Holbrooke, the 


Balkans, warned Serb andj —— 
ethnic Albanians last week that 
they were “playing with dyua- 
mite” by continuing to resort to 
violence in the battle for control 


absolutely essentlal; they are 


larmecd-ancdl ıınder a 
guarantees of their safety by the arnıytroops in-tho-_area 
Yugoslav authorities, in writing." Mr Holbrooke met the . 


political settlement was essen- ٤ 
tial, and reiterated that the breathe some life into the 
activation order for the Nato mated peace talks. - 


Mr Holbrooke was speaking 
strikes had not been lifted. Mr Holbrooke, who helped u 


on a lightning visit to the 
province after more than 30 
people were killed during the 
worst day of bloodshed aince an . 
unofficial ceasefire was agreed 


On Monday there was further 
violence asa ethuic Albanians 
attacked a police patrol in 
central Kosovo, Serbian sources 


. .« amd not a set-up,” one of the 

international monitors said. He unarmed international 

said the restof the 140 KLA mem- | “verify coupfance 
| hers were scattered in the region. | accord. 4 


The violence has raised fears 
for the safety of 2,000. unarmed 
abservers of the Kosovo . - 
Verification Misslon (KVM) who. 
will soon be (deployed there, . 
. “We are determined to con: 
tinue our efforts and we want ali , 
people.to understand, they are . : 
; playlog with dynamite,” Mr. : 


Mr Ocalan Is wanted in Turkey. 
on treason charges. He has said he 
would agree to. stand trlal if the 
„ community, . also 

agreed to hold a conference to try to 

sqive the Kurdish question and help 

find a peace settlement . between 
` Turkey and the Kurds. 


John Hooper In Rome and 
Chris Morris In Ankara 


BDULLAH' OCALAN, the Kur- 
dish guerrilla chiei whose 
arrest triggered a diplomatic crisis 
between Europe aııd Turkey, was 
freed hy an Italian appeal court last 
week to angry protests from Ankara. 
The Italian prime minister, 
Massimo D'Alema, said Mr Ocalan 
would be kept under police surveil 
lance and not allowed to leave Italy. 
"What happened ... has not changed 
the scenario," he said, adding that a 
decision whether to try Mr Ocalan 
or expel him would be made soon, 
But the last .lhing the leader of 
the Kurdistan Workers’ party 
(PKK) wants İs to leave ltaly. The 
worry for the Kurdish separatists is 
that Rome will expel Mr Ocalan 
rather'than give him asylum. 
“He wants ,to initiate a political 
process together with the European 
Union .. . ancl he tlıinks he stancls a 
better chance of doing that in Italy," 
sall a PKK spokesman, 
Mr Qcalan aryived in aly on 
November. 12. With. two warrants 
outstanding against, tim: from Ger- 
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funding over the next three years, 
The company's grant will rise by 
11 per cent to £16 million next year, 
and then to £20 million In the two 
subsequent years. 

Further good news came wlıen 
the ROH music director, Sir 
Bernard Haitink, withdrew his 
resignation, suggesling lhat lte, at 
least, sees light at the ernl of the tun- 
nel. Bul the ROH, besut by disputes 
andl managerial problems, is slill not 
uul of trouble. Ils reopening Nits 
bern se1 back Irom December’ 1949 
to March 2000, and the granl is 
dependent on the Huse opvning on 
lime andl on budget. 

Meanwhie there was concern 
hal fmding for many sımaller 
theatre conıpanies lıas been fruzen 
to make cash available for ihe ROH. 


HE internal rows of lhe prickly 

Conmission for Racial Eepualily 
erupled iu public when a dossivr, 
highly critical of how the buuly is 
run, was sel lo ministers by 
Blundel Chufl, whn lost hur CRE 
posl afler a purge vf members 
appointed by ihe frmer Tory 
Home Sucretary, Michael Howarıl. 

Mirs Cluff, a solicitor, claimed thr 
CRE had a "deslruclive and dangcr- 
ous” approach to race relatinns, Was 
wasting public funcls, and was riven 
by divisions. She alleged, among 
other things, that friction between 
Akro-Caribbean and Asian menıbers 
led 1o discrimination within the CRE 
itself thal it promoted an "aggres- 
sive and hostile” race relations ethos, 
‘and gave greater encouragemeni to 
litigation than to conciliation. 

Blondel Cluff is the wife of Algy 
Cluff, oil tycoon and chairman of 
the Spectator magazine, whose 
business partner is Conrad Black, 
owner of the Dally Telegraph. lt was 
the Telegraph that published her 
dossier. The CRE's chairman, Sir 
Herman Ouseley, said Mrs Cluff 
was “a-spurned woman” who had 
come to the commission with an 
agenda to shut it down. 


ARLTON . Communications, 

owner of Carlton and Central 
Television, was fined £2 million for 
ils faked documentary, The Connec- 
tion, which purported to disclose a 
drug cartel's new heroin route from . 
South America to London. The Inde- 
pendent Television  Conimission 
found 10 “grave breaches” of its 
code, principally that “evidence lor a 
new heroin route dld not exist”, . 


Council increased lis. | . # 


The Week in Britain James Lewis 


MP claims newspaper 
editor was MI6 agent 


' tor io cause explosions, and it may | 


yeare for his part’ |’ 
in. the attack, whiçh.. killed, four |: 


day: | 


don yoiveralty last year and intends | 


FE ROYAL Opera House Wa; |i 
cash. boost, 


LLEGATIONS that he had 

been a “paid assel” of the intel- 
ligence service, M16, were briskly 
denied by Dominic Lawson, editor 
of the Sunday Telegraph. He noted 
that the suggestion had beer made 
by the Labour MP, Brian Scldge- 
more, undler the protection of parlia- 
mentary privilege, “hus protecting 
himself, ancl the newspapers that re- 
peated his remarks, from m'learncel 
friends, who would otherwise have 
been instructed tu issue lhe mollier 
of all libel wrils". 

Mr Sedgemore did nat, properly 
speaking, name Mr lawson as anı 
agent but said tlıat ihc sacked, 
renegade ex-MIë officer, Riclıard 
Tomlinson, had allegecdl that le was. 
The thrust of the allegation was 
that, during his earlier eclitDrship of 
The Spectalor, he had publishecl 
articles from Bosnia and Croatia, 
purporting ta have beer wrillen by 
one “Kennelh Roberts”, 

Nir Lawson, sen ul {le fornicr 
Tory Chancellor, Nigel Lawsun, 
sail at the time (hal this was the 
pseudonym of a UN adviser, who 
obviuusly cuukl nut wrile aboul the 
UN's role in Bosnia ungler his own 
ıame. The alegalimn is thal "Ken 
neth Roberts” was iu realily aı Ml 
agent, and Mr Lawson now con- 
cerles that {his may be riglıt, though 
he did not believe so al the time. 

More entertaining was ihe way 
other newspapers embroidered the 
allegation. Some made much of Mir 
Lawson's skill as a chess-player, 
“the mark of a scheming minel" and 
an obvious wrong ‘un, accorçling io 
Sherlock Holmes. The Times, 
which may also have been taken in 
by “Mr Roberts", noted that Mr 
Lawson was known “to keep 
detailed records of train times” — 
an odd sort of habit that would have 
aroused the suspicions of John 
Buchan, if no one else. 

A motion was tabled in the 
Commons demanding either that 
Mr Lawson should resign or that his 
paper's proprletor, Conrad Black, 
should sack him. But only six 
Labour MPs signed it. 
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criınes (luring his rule from 1973-90. 

The case comes at a time when 
pressure is growing for more public 
scrutiny of judges in ihe run-up to 
implementation of the Human 
Rights Act, which will require them 
to adopt a more political role. 

‘The five judges unanimously set 
aside the earller Lords' decision. 
They held that Lord Hoffmann 
should have stood down because 
Amnesty International, which has 
long caınpaigned for Gen Pinochet 
to be tried, had been allowed to 
intervene, and, through its QC, 
pressed the case for denying immıt- 
nity for crimes against humanity. 

Lord Hoffmann, who is abroad 
until the end of lhe year, has not 
explalned why he failed to disclose 
the connection, in breach of a long- 
standing practice among judges fq 
disclose even a remote possibility of 
a confliçt of interest, 

The affair is embarrassing for the 
South African-born judge. As well as 
delivering a blow to the reputation 
of British justice, he has been rer, 
gponslble for two extra, expensive 


` ® ANNY McNAMEE, jailed for 
. 9 the IRA Hyde Park bombing in 
` 1982, sald he felt vindicated when 
the Çourt of Appeal quashed his 


„. | conviction on the grounds that it 
ا‎ i Î was “unsafe”, But he denounced the 
Comment, page 10 ` ” | three judges who reached that deci 


gion because they added that this 
` did rot mean he was innoçent. 

' The court fourid that the prosecur. 
tion had falled to disclose material 
evidence at the original trial. This, 
along with new scientific and finger- 
print evidence, made the conviction. 
uoşate. ‘The Crown had, however, 
made out a strong case that 
. MçNamee “was .Indeecl a corıspira- 


ı. Recent use ls higher, anong 
young adults, in most countrieş 
between 3 and, 10 per cent although 
reaching 20 per cent in the.UK.". . 

.„ The report also records. disturb 
ing, riseş in.the use of iMegal drugs. |: 

eastern Eliropean : countries, 
where, the. authoritleş, have dlispro-. 
portionatejy fewer resourcés lo deal, |. 


"very well bé that .,, . a july would 
haye:gtlll found him guilty." . 
ا‎ Be jténced lo 25 


members of the Household Cavalry, 
Mr. McNamee 2 ee ast 
1 ..upder .the . Good Fı 
وا‎ He graduated, from Lon- 


0 ; t9 practise humati;rlghls lai, , 


, Ê given a log-awalted 
when the Aris 


. IIPS 8 : e 
. The ICO Global lifts off at Marrakeslı 


Pinochet ruling set aside 


: with the 


1 


Lift off .. 


national. The unprecedented blow to 
the integrîly of Britislı justice has 
sent shock waves through the judi- 
ciary, angering senior judges. 

Lord Irvine, the Lord Chancellor, 
in a letter to the senior law lord, 
Lord Browne-Wilkinson, pressed 
for rigorous procedures for declar- 
ing interests to ensure that such 2 
fiasco never happened again. 

An appeal will be heard next 
month before a different panel of 
law lords, who could rule that Gen 
Pinochet is immune front prosecil- 
tion. II so, the exiradition process 
would be lıalted and the general 
freed to return to Chile. 

The decision was the first time a 
lorcls judgment has been set aside, 
andl allegations of a conflict of inter- 
esl have never before been made 
againsl such a şenior judge. 

Lord Hoffmann,. a. director of 
Amnesty’s fund-raising arm since 
` 1980, on November 25 riled with . 
two otlıer judges {hat immunity did 
not extend to crimeg against human- 
ily. It paved the way for the Home 
Secretary, Jack Straw, to start .the, 
- process which could end in Gen. ّ 
Pinoclıet's extradition to Spain to 
stand trial for alleged human rights. |: 


liish youth's drug ause “highest in Europe’ 
aT TET 


dj. present the lowest rates, and’ 
Sal and the UK the highest. 


range took çannabis, comparable. 


from a much . ,gmaller. ‘suryey, |: 
records similar figures.to Britains. j' 

For cqcaine, only. Spein beat, the Î. 
` British figure of 4 percent, .. .. || 


: Î with Ecstasy, cornpared. with, just: 


. |. 2.8, per, cent. in. Germany and 1 per; |i 

"i in Sweden apd Belgium. 1|; 
؛‎ ı The. report ays, 
"ing for diffe 


1, Mong teenagers and Young 
Shen in other Lupo pear, coun. 
alg TEY published last week 


ie rt by the Ligborrbased: i: 


ıt circumnavigate the world 
lalloon, teritea Will 


. ¥Branson said the early 
gg were crucial if he and his 
us, millionaire American 


f lindatrand, are to achieve 
İİizls described as the last 
j ruaviation challenge. 
htonly 24 hours into his 
tilalloon attempt, Mir 
Bawa lost his most valuable 
3~ lla voice. 
eKendrick, the project 
, sald: “We think he has 


Fxitla a problem.” 

eballoon, travelling at up to 
nph, could complete its 
dianin nine days. 


aeDyer 


RTAIN'S highest court 

new ground lasl week 

when İt sel aside one of its 

:#lisloric judgments because of 

Hons of bias agalnıst one of the 
E33 


fre senior past and present law 
5 manimously sel asicle an 
r Lords ruling that General 
4 ct was not Inmune 
` Tetradilion and prosecution for 
"Fsagainst humauuily. 
kk decision las dramatically 
jel Gen Pinochet's chance of 
riginal judgment by a differ- 
reel of law larcls on November 
g wurned hy a 3-2 ınajority .4 
2 Curt ruling in October thal 
hewer Chilean dlclator was Jn 
Jai Prosecullon as a former 
Tltdecision was set aside after 
r hearing following a.peti- 
3 Gen Pinochet's lawyers 
iE that Lord Hoffmann, one 
:,, jority who ruled against 
îrral, should have been dis- 


j| elen Bates In Bruaaols 
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Pope fires a 
salvo against 
consumerism 


John Hooper in Rome 


EE Pope lashed out at capi 
talism last week in his 
strongeat renunciation to date of 
the global economy, He linked 
the financlaf crisis in the East 
Asia with the activitles of market 
speculators, and put the impact 
of consumerism on a par with 
those of some of the most adious 
doctrines of history, including 
Nazism. 

The strictures were contained 
ir a apecial message issued 
before World Peace Day, on 
January 1. His 22-page homily, 
presented at the Vatican, focused 
on human rights. 

“When human rights are 
ignored or scorned, and when 
the purauit of individual inter- 
ests unjustly prevails over the 
common good, then the seeds 
of instability, rebellion and vio- 
lence are inevitably sown,” he 
said, 

While inveighing against a 
range of targets, from abortion 
to small arms proliferation, he 
left no doubt that ıe regarded 
the global econoınic order as 
one of the main sources of 
human rights violalions. 

“The history of our time has 
shown in a tragic way the danger 
wiıich results from forgetting the 
truth about tlıe human person. 
Before our eyea we have the 
results of ideologies such as 
Marxism, Nazism and fascism, 
and also of myths like racial 
superiority, nationalism and 
ethnic exclusivism. 

“No lcas pernicious, though 
not alwaya as obvious, are the 
effects of materialistic con- 
sumeriam, in which the exulla- 
tlon of the individual and the 
selfish satisfaction of personal 
aapiralions become the ultimate 
goal of life." 

Since the fall of coramunism 
ihe Pope has increasingly con” 
centrated his fire on the short’ 
comings of capitalism and the 


-- -|- free-market. But he has never 


gone so far in deploring its con” 
sequencea, 

He writes: “The rapid advance 
towards the globalisation of eco” 
nomic and financial systems al#o 
illustrates the urgent reed to 
establish who is responsible for 
guaranteeing the global common 
good and the exercise of ec0- 
nomic and social rights, The free 
market by itaelf cannot do this, 
because in fact there are many 
human needs which, haye no 
place in the market.” 

He adds: “The effects of 0 
recent economic and financl 
crises have had eT ا‎ 
sequences for countless 1 
reduced to conditlons of extreme 

overly. . 
۳ Many of them had only just 
reached a positlon which a 
lowed them to look to the ral 
with optimism. Through n0 f 


of their own, they have ey 5 


these hopes cruelly dash 
tragle resulta for themselves 0d 
their children. 
“And how can we ignorehe 
effects of fluctuatlons in the  : 
financlal rarketa? We urge; 
deed a new yislon of glo 


.. . enable all people to re .. 


` thélr potential”: 0 


- progress in solidarity, whi 


to distauce herself fron the aulo- 
biography and refer the inquisitive to 
Elisabetlı Burgos, the farıner wife of 
the Che Guevara associate Regis De- 
bray, who collaborated on the work. 

“J am the protagonist of the book 
and it was my testimony but I an 
not the author,” said Ms Menchu, 
“She [Ms Burgos} gave the book ils 
final form so she is officlally the 
author.” But Ms Burgos, who tran- 
scribed 26 hours of tapes for the 
book, said: “Every phrase comes 
from what Rigoberta Menchu said." 

Few dispute that Ms Menchu's 
father, mother and two of her broth- 
ers were killed during the country’s 
36-year civil war, which finished in 
1996. Robin Blackburn, Ms 
Menchu's editor at Verso, writing in 
her defence, said: “At no point is 
evidence offered that Menchu in- 
vented the blood-soaked plighl of 
her people, even if her account was 
a partial one.” 


Mr Stoll, who spent 1Û years 
researching his book, Rigoberta 
Menchu Aud The Story of All Poor 
Guateınalans, says many of the 
experiences she describes are com- 
posites. His work is supported by a 
New York Times investigation. 

But Geir Lundestad, director of 
the Nobel Institute, said her award 
was not based exclusively on the 
book and there was no question of 
the prize being withdrawn. 

Ms Menchu's autobiography cen- 
tres on her family’s struggle against 
a wealthy élite who tried to steal 
their land. Mr Stoll says the dispute 
was a feud between peasauıt families. 

Other claims undermined include 
the death of one brother from star- 
vation and another burnt to death 
by the Guatemalan arıny, her asser- 
tion that she had no education, and 
that she was an undercover political 
organiser. 

Ms Menchı, aged 39, has started 


Mench : story challenged 


Tlie book, which has been trans- 
lated into 12 languages, was pub- 
lished in 1982, 10 years before Ms 
Menclu won the peace prize for 
“her work for social justice and 
ethuocultural reconciliation", 
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کے 
Michaal Ellison In Naw York‏ 
کف نر ا ا 


HE reputation of a Nobel 
Peace Prize winner has been 

badly damaged after the 
story of her familys struggle 
agalnst exploitation and oppression 
was challenged by an academic wlio 
retracetl her steps. 

Rigoberta Menchu, who became a 
cause célèbre for the intellectual left 
in Europe after escaping fom the 
civil war İn Guatemala, was accused 
of fabricating and exaggerating parts 
of her autoblography, I, Rigoberta 
Menchu. It Includes the death of a 
brother, Nicolas, who is still alive, 

David Stoll, an anthropologist at 
Micllebury College, Vermont, said 
she had drawn on the experiences 
of others to tel] her story. She “dras- 
tically revised the prewar experl- 
ence of her village to suit the needs 
of the revolutionary organisation 
she had joined." 
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Amsterdam's smart shops’ sell the natural ingredients of many banned drugs 


Dutch get to grips with drug shops 


caııse smart shops are also engagcl 
in a continual cat-and-mouse game 
with the authorities over synthetic 
drugs. 2 

A couple of years ago GHB was 
banned oulright when six Rotter- 
dam teenagers fell into a near-coma 
after combining it with alcohol, 
Within weeks, a laboratory had pro- 
duced an alternative. 

Beneath Kokopelli's glass-topped 
counter lie some white pills — 
2C.T.2 — described in Ita accom- 
panying literature as a "psychedelic 
amphetamine”. It Is sold ir sets of 
two 8mg tablets, but beginnt cs are 
strongly advised to take just one, 
with a large amount of water, “Do 
not take 2C.T.2 alone unless you are 
an experienced user," the handout 
warns. “Do not take İt if you are 
pregnant, diabetic, have high or low 
blood pressure, a heart disease, 
have ever had hepatitis A or B, or. 
have drunk alcohol." 

To Mr Burger this is responsible 
Dutch drug dealing at its best, “You 
see, the danger hardly ever lies in 
the product itself, but in the person 
uslng it,” he saîd. 

“We test every product person- 
ally, and give detailed Information to 
each buyer. People will buy if any- 
way, and it's far better they do it 
from us than from some street- 
corner dealer," . ا‎ 
` Thats algo, jn a gole. 
health ministry. .But do be: 
careful tO follppy the instructions, : 
els: ° 2 


.| of the. health 


Magle Truffle, disarmingly de- 
scribed as triggering a "remarkably 
clear trip, bııt aot too disorienting", 
Or Pangealus cyanascens, which is 
“metabolised very quickly, making 
the trip come on [ast ãnd strong”, 
Both cost about $50 for five. In Mr 
Burger's words, they amount to 
“legal hard drugs". 

Moving up the scale of natural 
hallucinogens, Kokopelli also sells an 
innocent-looking plant called Salvia 
divinorum. It carries a kick like a 
mule: anyone choosing to smoke its 
leaves is advised to do so with 
friends so they can catch the pipe, 

The Netherlands already has its 
1,200 fanıous coffee-shops, where 
the sale of small quantities of mari- 
Juana for personal use is tolerated, 
in the belief that it 1s better to keep 
such things out in the open, where 
they can be supervised, than drive 
them underground. 

In a recent long report, the Dutclı 
health ministry tried to get to grips 
with the smart-shop phenomenon. 
If wanted to know whether they 
were a potentially lethal new devel- 
opment, or merely a kind of alter- 
native clıemist, offering “safe” 
alternalives to banned drugs. 

Its conclusion, firmly in the 
Dutch Iradition of respect for Indi- 
vidual liberty, was that. they were 
“not an unacceptable danger to soci- 
ety”, For the time.being they wil] be 
tolerated, and closely watched. 

They need watching closely. Bee: 


Jon Henley in Amsterdam 


OKOPELLL is on tlle Warmoes- 
straat in the middle of the red 
light district, two minutes (ror. the 
railway station and less than 50 me- 
--ires- from thre pullcé Btalon.’ If is 
bright and airy with stripped pine 
floars, Tall rear windows overlook a 
stately I7th century canal. Any- 
where else it might be a designer 
clothes shop; this being Amster- 
dam, itis a designer drugs shop, 

A year or so ago there were half a 
dozen of these “smart shops" hut 
now there are more than 150. They 
pose a problem for the Dutch gov- 
ernmıent, which has Europe's most 
tolerant and pragmatic drugs policy, 

How exactly do you legislate 
against magic mushrooms and 
psycho-nctive cacti — aot to men- 
tion those little white tablets that 
are almost, but not quite, Ecstasy? 

“Everything we sell here is com- 
pletely legal,” insisted Jeroen 
Burger, a spokesman for Conscious 
Dreams, the small but fastgrowing 
company that launched the smart 
shop craze and recently opened 
Kokopelli. “OK, the aclive ingredi- 

ent in magic mushrooms is on the 
list of bannecl drugs. But we don't 
sell: the active ingredient, We sell 


‘the natural product." 


Natural it may be, but the effect 
can be as powerful as many out- 
lawed hard drugs. Take, for exam- 


ple, Psfioayte lamparensis, tha 


Koreans ‘take 
step towards 
human clone’ 


Jonathan Watts in Tokyo 
and Tim Radford 


OUTH KOREAN scienlisls Ins 

werk claimed to have taken the 
first steps towards cloning a human 
being. They provoked warldwide 
alarm by taking the teclınique that 
led last year to Dolly the sheep — 
cloned fron a "mother" by sclen- 
tists at the Roslin Institute in Scot- 
land — and applying it to a human 


cell and egg - -. - 


Researchers in Britain, Japan and 
the United States lıave cloned 
sheep, mice and cattle from adult 
cells. There are no federal funds for 
Tuman embryo research in the US, 
alld embryo experiments in Britain 
are strictly controlled. 

The Roslin team has ruled out the 
idea of cloning human babies, It has 
described the idea as repugnant and 
dangerous — it took more than 200 
atteınpts lo produce Dolly. 

But Lee Boyeon, of Kyunghee 
Uuiversity in Seoul, said thal his 
team has cullivatecl a human enı- 
bryo İn its early stages from a-single 
cell implanted in a woman's ovum. 
The operation was aborted before 
the fertilised egg reach foetus 
stage, to stay within Korean guide- 
linea. 

"Our experiment marked the first 
time the more reliable cloning 
technology has been applied to 
hunıan cells and mlght ımake 
human cloning more feasible,” Dr 
Lee said. 

‘The Korean researchers Iimmedi- 
ately triggered a barrage of con- 
demnalion. Protesters in Seoul 
called the research inhuman. Yidcio 
‘Tsunada, the Japanese scientist 
who cloned (win calves, said: “I have 
never lıeard of suclı an experinıent 
and at the noment I don't believe it 
is true.” 

Harry Griffin, from the Roslin 
team, sald the experiment was 
stopped before proof has been es 
tablished that the embryo had been 
reprograıumed, 

` “We do uot belleve the Korean 
group has sufficient scientific eyi- 
dence to back their claim of having 
ol a human enıbr'yo,” he said. 

e also rejectecl Korean clalrns that 
the Scottish sclentists had done the 
same thing... 7 1. 
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in Brief 


ESTMINSTER council 
decided against handing 


out compensatlon claims to en1- 


that issue, and I hope your’ party will 
clo the same.” 


Ministers believe that Andrew | ployees implicated in the “homes 


for votea” scandal as there was 
legal doubt about the authority's 
ability to grant the money. 


OUGH mcasures designed 
to protect fish stocks have 
left Britain's fishing industry 


facing a further reduction in 


catches next year, even though 
the Government managed to 
reduce the cuts proposed by the 
European Commission. 


NA test case the Court of 

Appeal opened the way for 
diserimination claims against 
employers if they refuse to allow 
sick leave to mothers who are Il 
when their maternity leave encls. 


HILIP DUNNE, a former 
house parent at a Barnardo's 
home was jailed for 11 yeurs, to 
jecrs from victims who after 
20 years cume forwird to expose 
his eruelty andl sexual alse. 


J OB applicants will he asked 
to provide pruvof of a "elen" 
criminal record untler mensures 
tu curb child abusc. Employers 
will have the right to insist job) 
applicants produce a certificale 
showing any criminal past from a 
Criminal ltecords Bureau, Lu he 
set up within two ycars. 


ONSANTO, the multi- 

national company that spe- 
uialises in markcting genctically 
moadifled crops, la to be prose- 
cuted following the deliberate 
releases of modified oilseed rape 
into the countryside. 


UCLEAR waste stored at 

22 sltes containing pluto« 
nium is in danger of leaking, the 
Government's safety experts Say. 


UCILLE McLauchlan, the 

nurse imprisoned iı a Saudi 
jail for her part in the murder of 
an Australian colleague, is on 
trial accused of stealing a bank 
card from a patient in her care. 


ANE ROOT has become the 
BBC's firat female channel 
controller as head of BBC2. 


12 YEAR-OLD girl was 

charged with murder follovw- 
ing the death of a 16-month-old 
girl who sustained injuries while 
left in her care in Manchester. 


ERVICES of commemora- 

tlon were held in New York 
and Lockerbie to remember the 
victims of the Pan Am air crasb 


HE SPICE Girls have topped 
the Christmas singles chart 


their Goodbye aingle. 


S IR ALAN Hodgkin, a Nobel 
laureate in phyaiology and 
medicinê, has died aged 84. 


uaraded amid tight 


“Thatcher insisted on passing the 


it means that June's European 
electlons will take place under the 
regional Hist PR system. It will have 
tlie effect of giving Conservatives 
aııd Liberal Democrats more S{raS- 
bourg seats at the expense of Labour. 

Privately, both sides are probably 
glad to geoff the hook via wlıat the 
Liberal Democrats called “a proce- 
dural pantomimeè". The PR row in 
the ‘Lords became mixed up with 
iasue of Lords reform 1 
that led to the sacking' of Lord | 10 years ago. ` 
' Granborne over an unauthorised 0 
deal with Tony Blair to reprieve 


2 enkins of Hillhead, the Lib | i 1 1 
1 said’ closed liste denied | for the third year running with 
voters choice and were a minor evil: 
“But to lose a bill and té go on with | 
the old distorting —— and totally ouft- 
dated from the rest of Eurqpe ~~ 
system fûr voting for the ‘European 
, Parliament would be a rajor evil" ' 


Mackay, shadow Northern Ireland 
secretary, is in danger of strengtit- 
ening the hands of unionists op- 
posed to the agreement with his 
demand to halt the release of prison- 
ers until paramilitaries start to 
disarm. Tlie Government is exas- 
peralcd with the way that Mir 
Mackay supported the agreement 
only to inirocluce preconditions 1lıat 
were nol part of the deal. 

At the same ilme the Orange 
Order is to consider disciplining Mr 
Trimble for allending the funerals ûf 
lhree young victims uf the Omagh 
bombing. Denis Rogan, Ulster 
Unionisl parly chairman, is also 
cing acliun. 

Mr Trimble, leader of ihe ULF, 
which has instllutional links will 
the Orange Order, was dismissive 
uf the plannecl action against him. 
He and Mr Rogan allended the 
funeral mass at St Mary"s Church in 
Buncrana, across the bortler in Co 
Donegal. for Oran Doherty, ages 
eîglt, and James Barker and Scan 
McLouglilin, both 12. 

They were applauded as they 
entered. The Irish president, Mary 
McAleese, und the Sinn Fein presi 
dent, Gerry Alas, also uitenlerl. 

A conditiou of Orange Order 
membership is hit “yuu should nol 
cuıntenance by your present OF 
otherwise any icl or ceremony ûf 
Pupish worslıip". 

Mr Triinble's wholehearted sup- 
port for ihe Portadown Orangemen 
at Drunmcrec in 1995 was 4 faclor İn 
his winning lhe parly leadershijı 
two months later, and many harci- 
liners believe thelr constituency MP 
has let them clown. 

Tensions were rising again in 
Northern Ireland last weekend after 
a loyalist! group calling itself the 
Orange Volunteers claimed respon- 
sibilily for bombing a Catholic- 
owned bar in Crumlin, Co Antrim 
last week. There were no injuries. It 

was the first such attack since the 
Real IRA's atrocity at Omagh, which 
killed 29 people four months ago. 

At least 5,000 Orangemen and 
supporters 
security in Portadown last weekend 


as part of the continued protest 
against being denied the fight to 
march down the town’s nationalist 
Garvaghy Road to Drumcree parish 


church during the summer. 


“Do you 
believe it's an ethical policy to have 
released every IRA murderer with- 
out achieving the decommissioning 


0 1 


OEY 1‏ ا 


A menıber of the independent decommissioning body destroys a 


PHÛTONGRAPH. KELVIN BrrEbS 


for criticising his handling of Norllt- 
ern Ireland, dealing the bipartisan 
approach to the peace process ã 
fresh blow. 

The Prime Minister challenged 
the Tories not to "play politics" with 
ihe peace process al A sensilive lime 
in tıe negotiations. 

Mr Blair lıit out al the Tories in 
the Commons after Oliver Lelwit, 
MP’ for Dorset Wesl, criticised the 
Government for releasing paranili- 
tary prisoners in the absence of any 
disarmaınent by the IRA. 

Mr Letwin asked: 


of a single armameut?” 


An angry Mr Blair reeled off a list 
of occasions when Labour in opposi- 
tion supported John Major's govern’ 
ment at difficult moments during 
the early years of the peace process. 
previous 
government all the way through. 
We never once played politics with 


“We supported the 


Lords vote over-ruled 


War Crimes Act. 


the larger 


9 hereditary peers. 


Michael White 


ONSERVATIVE opponents of 
Government's troubled 
European Elections Bill last week 
ensured it will become law when 
they voted to deny it a second 
reading in the Lords because it 
eushrines the closed Hist system of 


the 


proportional voting. 


The paradoxical consequence of 
their 167-73 vote majority, which 
wag greeted with ironic cheers, is 
that the bill they amended five. 

: times in the last session, i& now 
` officially stalled between the Lords 
and Commons, more than 12 months 
after It won its original second 


reading in the elected House. ' 


; As euch, it qualifies for immedi- | 
até passage into law under thé 
termis of the Parliarhent Acts of 1911 

' and 1949; passed to-stop Tory peers 

: blbcking `ã radical Liberal budget, 
and nly used twice since ~~ thiê last 

. tîme being in 1991 when Margaret 


weapon handed in by the LVI’ 


MeC!inton was escorted uuler 
armel guard from Portadown tu 
Ruse Park, the decomınissioning 
body's headquarters near Stormont. 
He watched as the nine guns, 
350 bullets, two blast bombs, and a 
quantity of explosive were handed 
over aud the first (wo guns were cut 
into pieces. 

Political leaders agreed that there 
will be 10 ministries replacing the 
six Norlhern Ireland departments. 
Unionists and nationalists will each 
run five, They are: agriculture; 
environmenl; regional development; 
eclucation; further education; enter 
prise, trade ancl investment? culture, 
arts and leisure; health and social 
services; finance, and persunnel, 

There will be six cross-border 
bhodles: inland waterways; food 
safety; trade and business develoy” 
ment; special EU programmes; 
language — Irish and Ulster-Scots: 
und marine malters. 

Meanwhile Tony Blair launched 
his strongest attack on the Tories 


Short refuses malaria aid 


provided 50 per cent of Sudan's 
medicines, and its destruction has 
left the country with no supplies of 
chloroquine, the standard treatment 
for malaria. 

Elizabeth Bingharn said: “The 
cost of supplying these drugs is 
peanuts, and given that Clare 
Short’s department is committed to 
halving the number of people suffer- 
ing poverly in ‘the world, and’ 
poverty includes not being able to 
buy soniething that could save you 

. from malaria, I think we should act.” 

‘Lady Bingham warned that recent 

. floods in Sudan had: led to a prolifer- 
alion of mosqultoes ‘and hence 
malaria. She‘ sald a year’s supply of 
the drug would Cost about £25,000. 
° But Ms Shott rejected her 
request, saying her department this 
year had already' set aside more 
than £5.5 million to various humani’ 
` tarian' groups in Sudan, İt was up to 
them to ensure malafi control was 
properly organised. Te Observer’ 
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Christmas Loyalist group first to hand in arms 


GUARDIAN! r OLSFOAN 


shelved 


OME grey metal 11 

few huilders’ Lap 1 
welcome to Christmas, Tale 
Gallery siyle, writes Dan 
Glaister., 

After last year’s wheelie bi 
and 1093's tree hung ii 
clown, this year's Tate Chri 
iree, by artist Richard Wilsoa 
(ef?), conveys a rather aul 
niessiagt. Cer latinly it attracted 


HE Loyalist Volunteer Force 
last week became the ([irst 
terrorist group in Northern 
Ireland to decommission some of its 


The force's move came hours 
ıfer the political parties finally 
reed at Stormont tlıe shape of the 

power-sharing executive 
3nd the scope of the cross-borler 
ldies envisaged in the Good 


fittle attention froin visiturs, 1t. There is, though, 
mesi nf whom scemecl tn sign of the IRA following the LVF 
asmttine thal it was purt of th, || Fd a Move which would clear-the 
tullery's centenary covelonmg]| 3 lor Sinn Fein to take up ils two 
building work, ples in government. 


The LVF this year killed a 
gumber ol Catholics after the Irish 
xailonal Liberation Army's murder 
of its leader Billy Wrighl al the 
aze prison a year ago, lis can 
pign threatened to wreck the peace 


The structure of shelviry{ ur 
Corporating a metal 

ıas (ree and lamps 
poking Hırouglı hnles clrilled 
ihe sheles — intentionally 
carries ıı messiıge, aceording! 
the artist. 

“It doesn't artually mean 
anything," said Wilsun, knoun 
for his oil tank installation at lk 
Saatchi Gallery, and for drilliné 
û large hole in the floor of the 
Serpentine Gallery. “There's 
messnge. It jusl means it's 
Christmas, Actually it's a rele 
not to overburden the genera 
muıblic with {oo much," 
There was, however, a pussi 
ble subtext, he conceded. “In 
soME ways Î stıpposc its ıi wa 
huuse of contemporary visual 
arteficts. The shelving units aft 
a storage mechanism to echo k 


pocess. 

It culminated in {he murder in 
March of two friends, one Catholic 
Il and one Protestani, iıı Poyntzpass, 
Co Armagh. One of the suspectetl 
murderers, believed by his col- 
kagues to be a police informer, was 
murdered at the Maze. 

Pastor Keuny McClinton, a 
tonvicted lerrorislt murderer who 
lumned to Chrislianily while in 
prison, was the LVIFs link lo the 
international Body on Decommis- 
sioning, headed by the Caundian 
General John de Chastelain. The 
YF declared its ceasefire perma- 
ent in August, and last month its 


museum ilxelf as a storage plr | PSonets were ruled eligible for the 
for art. But it's not a statement | @Y Felease programme, parl of 
about the commercialism of | agreement. 

Christmas or anything like thal Northern Ireland's First Minister, 


David Trimble, welcomed the move. 


It iky اي‎ 
lk pi nd He believed it would put pressure 


The Tale Christmas tree, ihe 


By contrast, there was a warm | Bf 
welcome from carers’ organisations 
for conflrmation that ministers plan 
to give pension credits, under the 
new slate second scheme, to people 
looking afler dependent relatives or 
children under five, and to long 
term disabled people wilh broken 
employment records, 

Af least 4 million people, iostly 
wanen, Are expuvted 10 beucfil 
fram these creclils by 2050. They 
wuld be Irvated iıs if thy hal 
ûnntal earnings of £%,UON, arl their 
pensions will be bursted by 

L0 a week in Luluy’s terns, E 

Tl pensions overhaul has been 
Iriggereel by official forecasts thal, 
4N Ppresenl lrends, one in lhrce 
pensioners could be clepending on 
Income slıpport by the nılddle of Ile 
texl venlury. Previous atlempls (a 
encolrage workers to mike greater 
provision for themselves have met 
mixed results. Moreover Serps is 
consiclered by the Governtnenl lo 
do little (Dr the low-pairl because it is 
inconrerelated. 

The Green Paper sets a target ûf 
320 per cenl of average earnings, or 
£75 a week in current terms, as a 
minimum income for the retired, 
From nexl April this will be a "guar- 
anlee" for people — though they 
wîll stîl have to clin aı income 
Supporl top-up of their basic stale 
pension to get it. Thereafter minis- 
ters say their aim is to raise the 
guarantee brvadly in line with earn- 
ings while the basic pension 
increases only with prices, 

By 2050, it is forecast, the balance 
of total pension costs woukl have 
switched from the present 6040 
percentage split between state and 


on the IRA 1o make a start. “They 


gullery's 1 1th seasonal offering | °" 
will exclure themselves if they do 


is on show until January 6. 
PHZTOGRAFH FDNAHES 


including Sinn Feln and the loyalist 

Unionist party, see lhe 

ihe plane and its 197 passengr | "0€ ã5 a cyuical ploy on the LVF'sS 
and crew far 20 Irours before i | Prt to free its prisoners early, 


John Wadham, director of Û Weapons just a8 a certificate issued 


by the decoınmissioning body and 


Hijacking convictions 
quashed for refugees 


lanrled at Stansted in Essex. 


private sources to one of 40-50. 


that officers joined the police with 
dishonest motives: “Its about good 
people who have come into policing 
and along the way have gone bad.” 
More than 80 criminal charges 
and suspensions have been insti- 
gated in the Mets investigation. 
The strategy aims to develop net 
work systems as an alternative way 


years lost another, when one of its 
former women officers was vindi 
cated by an industrial tribunal. 
Claims of prejudice up to the level 
of North Yorkshire's former chief 
constable were ııpheld in the case 
brought by retired Chief Inspector 
Lyn Smith, aged 46, who left the 


Duncan Campbell! 


R IGHTS campaigners lasl week 
f RA hailecl a Court of Appeal deci- 
slon to quash convictions againsl 


a "dranıalic” increase in state 

E support in retirement under 

£? billion pension reforms unveiled 
last week by Ihe Social Security 


I OW-PAID workers would wiıı 


ing stale earningerelnled sehne 
4 million employers 
Ile 


Abolition of Serps was the sur- 
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State pensions 
boost for low-paid f 


Davld Brindle 


Sevretary, Alistair Darling. 
A stale sccontl pension woul a 
least ılouble (be valuc of the exist 


(Serps If 
€ 


than $Y.ONO i1 y 
ninisler prot nisutl. 


prise iti Green Paper which sleers 
clear uf compelling workers to mt 
1 1 le for (huir ulel age, 
The strategy jes on incentives ta 
lure up lo f milion middle-income 
EUrNLTS file "stakeholder" pensluns. 

lle lack of compulsion ruised 
doubts in {he pensions inclusiry 
About lhe effccliveness of lhe siral- 
cgy, whick appears l be a narkedly 
less rarlical blueprint than had been 

foreshadowed. There was also dis- 
Appoinlment anıong welfare gruups 

working with older people. 


® 20 per ceni çf average earnings 
10 baı mirimum n Es 

@ Slate second penslon to replace 
Serps, douıbilng vale for low-paid 

@ Credits for 4 million carers and 
disabled ex-workers”” 

® Low-cost stakeholder pensions 
aimêd at 5 ımilllpn people without 
occupatlonal schemes ' 

® Bigger incentives for noderate 
earners to leave state'scherne 

 -—end takeout’ stakeholter/ :" 

occupational! panslons 

@ Higher gamers unaffected 


Met police officers in anti-corruption drive 


N anti-corruption 
launched last week by the 
Metropolitan police includes 
inspecting private bank accounts of 
officers joining specialist squads, 
and encouraging all officers to 
inforn on corrupt colleagues, tvrifes 
Duncan Campbell. 
Sir Paul Condon, tlie Met's com- 


strategy 


nıissioner, described . : force on 1 2 iy. sil ing set a ۴ 
rane aun botine enter as | O raatlnlralot cn craplont | oye A Fonds erey | o raq io ladle 3 pie o | peke enk A oe lore oe Cte E o prtneer 
world, aiming to end the cyclical j on bank i f ا‎ checks She listed a catalogue of blocked The e Sudan. merely follow the law. This sho. was due to lapse. 
nature of corruption. “No one | ing to join speelnijs officers seek- | promotion, humiliating sex jokes at E n is seen as setting a | that they can dispense justice, l0 
should underestimate our determi | cate 0 a is unk, confis Î 4 force dinner, and alleged queries | regimes. Th r refugees of brutal On the same day the Home Se 
nation to pursue relentlessly and | dishonesty; cng as a result of | by former chief constable David judge at th € court held that the | tary, Jack Straw, unveiled 
prosecute corrupt and dishonest | tests" to root out Jy out "integrity | Burke about whether she was gay. prevented 0 ا‎ „wrongly | terrorist powers to make il egit. 
menıbers of staff, either past or pre- | and sexism corruption, racism Welcoming the verdict, Ms Smith telence, 4 € jury considering their | groups dedicated to such dW, د‎ 
sent, and those who seek to entrap Meanwlıile a pêjkcê Hrcê Hill emphasised that she wished North | “duress of ج‎ e Acted under Î causes aş animal rights or atriok Wintour 
our colleagues," said Sir Paul. ated by same of {he a umili- | Yorkshire police well and lad every Deliverin e ا‎ 0 Islam to exist if they bert: LARE SH 
Sir Paul said he did not believe Î sex discrimination ca eros confidence in the regime installed | Rose said: 2 u lg. Lord Justice | involved in seriolıs acts of violence Ole ORT, the Interna- 
ses Of recent | this year, when Mr Burke retired. acar to escape from 0 8 e ed ay E has provoked fury 0 a 4 
am and | criminal offence to be a mı among aid work- 
had been charged with theft, the 1 ers by rejecting 
E . supporter of such proscril . an appeal for gov- 
Taxpayer S ‘lost £ 1 SŠbn on R ilt 9 ای‎ of Engtish law would not have | isations Tough action wil als0* , | for NK 3d o coiupensate Sudan 
al rack lenied her the defence of duress of | taken against those who ralse. duce losing half its capacity to pro- 
Keith Harper j value is more f 2 She pi, on the ground that | for the groups, At present only TE a 
— | The report بم‎ 0 1 shares, and by £1.5 billion if it had Gestapo’ kmio er e the | bodies as the Real IRA ars i Lady Bt a been made by 
ل‎ RS & Ine! 1i € door.” 1 ê . 1 
TT ASTAERS coulkî have saved | of Transport could have taken a dif eained 0 Percenk: The six men from Ira ا‎ It will mean the end o {Teco | | Chic Justice, and had او‎ 
u» to E1.5 billion if the previous | ferent approach t a Tivatisatlons carried out in | at the Old B ıı laq were jalled | renewal of the Prevention © by the Britlsl ea kel 
Government had sold Railtrack bit Ralllmeks Sl e Preattion. stages, says the report, have nearly | year for t giley in Növember last | ism Act. Mr Straw . ٥ iê Sudan's iı Red Cross. 
by bit instead of gelling rid of it : sale was compicted | always resulted in iıigher total erms of between five and | power of proscription oF 1 WAS drugmaking capacity 


1 plaqa CTY damagêd when US 

es, bombed — with British 

ouside (e the at-Shifa factory, just 
the capital, in September. 


to the rest ofthe UK. î 2 ins 
The Northern irish: “Dipl ل‎ hes since beeri widely reported 
courts, which slt without jie Û eusiy jı ld was based on a: hope- 
to be phased out. Pek ig ا‎ ihtelligerice brief 
duriuig-which a terorist suspect f | uye 5 alleged ‘thé site had been 
he | Ome 2 ant-American terrorist 
proval of a judge or magi dhemica] Laderr to manufacture 
likely to be reduced from Se" E | The alay OS. 


Shifa plant near Khartoum 


terrorism; but proposes lo 0 
the use of internal exclusion oF. 
that ban individuals from traf. 


be held ‘by police 


: four days. i 


nine years. While the judge, Mr 
Justice Wright, expresded iY 
for their predicanıént, hê ruled out 
the duress deferiçe on the grounds 
that there had’ to be a ‘close 
: connéection in tlme between a feared 
: threat ofinjury and any criminal act. 
The men hiad fled from Iraq and 
wêre fugilives in Sudan when they: 
. boarded A Sudan Airways aircraft in 
Algust 1996. Using knives and iini- 
. tation‘ ğrehades they took control of 


proceeds for the Goyernınent than 
if 100 per cent of lle shares have 
heen sokl initially, The NAO says 
that the increase iır Ralltrack's share. 
price — (rom £3.90 at the time of 
flotation to £16.05 at the end of 
October this year when the report 
was completed — suggests that a 
phased sale would have been more 
likely to yield much larger retutns 
than a sale ofall the shares at oncë: 


ight have made it nore difficult lo 


The NAO lıas carried ott calcula- 
ns, and considers that overall 


Government had phased the 


spvedily as an election loomed. Any 
delay nıight have led to a "passtble 
postporernenl of lle sale, which 
® | generale market interest". 

sales proceeds might have been 

Increased by’ at least £600 million if 


gale and retained 20 per cent of the 


before the election, a critical report 
from the National Auulit Office 
cunciudes. 

The report — callerl for by Parli 
mont — examines the snl of 
Britain's signalling, track and rail- 
way stations 10 Railtrack, which was 
valued at £1.9 billion at the time of 
the July 1096 selkoff. Almost two- 
aud-a-half years ter, its market 


tio 


the 


10 COMMENT 


At war over 
the bombing 


PSRLIAMENTARY democracy has not 
served Britain especially well over the 
bombing of Iraq. The political class closed 
ranks suffocatingly around the prime min- 
ister. The House of Commons, at ita worst 
when flags are waving, left dissent to 
Labour's hardened mutineers,. So hard 
questions have gone unaaked — about the 
legality of the bombing, its objectives, 
about British diplomatic isolation, about 
the theatre of the absurd playing on the 
Potomac. It nay well be possible, as the 
UK defence secretary, Geurge Robertson, 


ail prices as low as they are, there is less | of Iraq necessary? If it had been carried | causes, it is by no means certai 
of a direct economic interest in the reglon | ort by a brond international coalitlon in- | General Augusto Pinochet's 1 
than in the recent past, Were the RAF's | cluding some of Iraq's neighbours — or if | would have asked him to stand dom] 
Tornadoes aimply engaged in pursuit of a | it had had at the very least their approval 


There was no Presumption for expect 
grenter good such as inlernational peace | in advance — this action would have Lord Hoffmann to decide the issues lı 
and good order? But why should this | looked much more legitimaie, 


unly onc way. But o 
gecond-rank power, which usually seeks There is continuing legal and political Camê up witli an tC 
to express its international engagements | argument about whether or not this ac- | it made sense for General Pinochet 
through the European Union and Nato, | tion is covered by existing UN Security large and well-financed team of lawyers 
on this occasion be determined to stand | Councit resolutiona. But with divisions | inflate a minor issue, even though his 
alone with the US? running so deep, can the bombs and mig- solicitors admitted they knew of lhe; 

Britain, it is true, received rhetorical | alles launched ostensibly in the cause of Amnesty links before the hearing, 
support from the Netherlands and | international peace be justified? too, remainecl silent, List week's panel dl 
N اا‎ law lords would have done better i, 

on has been justificd by reference to the eneral' 1 
Germanic notion of a “law of nations", But ove i eneral's lnwyers' clever use 


. E 
such a law of nations surely cannot exist Making a fool delay and reject the modon, 


Judges who revel an interest are 
without being underpinned by an “inter- usually allowed t 1 
national community”. The question ia not of the law ds hl hy 


Asian crisis 
drags down 
Vietnamese 


Jean-Claude Pomonti In Hanol 


Rémy mation, various sections of its 
Qurdan “analysis of responsibilities” are far 
Parliamentary Informa- | from convincing. 

u Mission, 0 by the As regards the queslion of 

French government last Û whether France could have pre- 
March to invesligate the role | vented the genocide, Paris received 
france played in Rwanda in the | disturbing telegrams from one 
early 1990s, has just handed in its | sentor officer as early as 1990. He 
report. Entitled Inquiry Into The | wrote, ou ا‎ lt year: 
Rwandan ragedy, it gi an | "Certain Tutsis believe the danger 
0 A of genocide is something that 


HE Vjeinamese foreign nuinis- 
ter, Nguyen Manh Cam, puıb- 
licly admitted tlıîs month thal there 
was no way his country coultl es- 
cape the aftercIfccls af the financial 


7 : 1 it ils nC in 1997. 
ambiguous picture of a particularly aE çrisis thal hit ils neîghbuures in 199 
rounds that they decidi isocle. ` should be taken seriously." Nine The timing of luis adnyission was sÎg- 
suggested last weck, that the Government | only whether there was explicit backing e rather than the i aul a i 3 lo | days later, he was talking about the 
has plausible argumenta to muster. Bulit | for Anglo-Anıerican actlon in the shape of : 
has nol been able, nor has it really tıied, 


uificant: just before Hanai hosted ils 
first big slipkmatir ıuweting, the 
sixlh sunımit uf tle Association of 
Southeast Asinn Nations (Asranl. 
Vietnam has suffered bully frotn 
ths repercusslous uf Asia's eur 
notice crisis. This year cvolumit 
growlh sfuutl somewhere btwven 


the civil war in Rwanda in 1990? | possible “physical elimination of 


٤ facts. The pane! of which Lord Hoffman) : 

UN resolutions, or indeed whether the ER the Chileans are calling the lat- | was a abê was not 0 Gener | Why did it step up its action there Û 500,000-700,000 Tutsis by i 
Security Council should have been con- est events in Britain's highest court a | Pinochet's guilt, It was deciding issues o | over tlıe following three years? Why | Hutus, who number 7 million". 
vened in order ta receive the report of “goap opera". After all the emotion for | juriaprudencc. Does international ln) | did it provicle military support to its Similarly alarming reports were 
Richard Butler, its chief weapons iapec- | and againat Chile's former dictator, the | treat torture and hostage-taking ns intel | Hulu allies up till ihe genocide of | received up to 1994. The parlia- 
tor. It ia also that brutal action in wlıich | effort to bring to justice a man who is Î national crimes which deserve punist | | the Tutsis in April 1994? mentary report concludes: "All the 
lives are lost requires something better charged with torture and conspiracy to | ment in tiny part of the world, where The Parliamentary Mission, | conditions thal could have lel to an 
than unilateral decislons by Pentagon | commit mass murder has come to | they were committed? Does a fornı | | headed by a Socialist former minis- | outbreak of violence werr present. 
planners and a beleaguerecl US president 


to assuage the ınisglvings of nıany outside 
the charmed circles, 

Dissent has instead come from abroad, 
Remarkably, on this occaslon Washington 
has been a forum for dissenling voices; 
the Republicans, doubtlesa motivated by 
shecr hloody-minded partisanship, have 


4 per cent (the World Bark figurr) 

depend on a kind of judicial yo-yo. Which | ruler hive immunity ei i ld made up uf | France hal perceived them and 6 ger cent (ihe eflicial - 

questioned both timing and mative, Paris | to justify it— unless it is accepted that the panel of judges Ha the last OR. and | head Re OF be i e a 8 ا ا ا‎ perfectly well. It failed tu draw an nimese esimald, conqared with 

and Ronıc as well as Moscow and Beljing | name of tlhe game is nothing more than the | when is that last word really, really the | tions, including ordering murders, wer , swers those questions. It offers the | appropriate conclusion from that ap- 8.8 per crnt in #17. Inward invesl’ 
have registered their displeasure, | raw pursuit of US interests and US defini- | last one? part of his ufficial duties? Lard Hoffman reader anı interesting account of re- | pretialion of tlhe situation” — surely mel fell by altel half, amel exporls ; 

Motivation varies in these capitals, to be | tons of regional securily, Lord Hoffmann made a mistake in not | gave no explanation of his judgment, ax } | cent Rwandan history, hitherlu un- | an astonishing understatement, slid tol grow al ill, Inervatsingg uhm 
sure. A month ago President Chirac — There has to be more than that, declaring his links 1o Amnesty | cept to say that he agreed with Lord published documenls on Frances The report goes un in similar vvi 1p wl wiclesprenl : 
whose government has just signed a | Without a commtnity of nations (and the | International, the human rights organisa- | Nicholls and Steyn, who argued power | | action in the "euuntry ul a thousand | lo destribe scrupulously — Using Human rights Û ndi SCI ا‎ 
much-trumpeted defence agreement with aspiration towards it) precious ideas of | ilon, but in deciding that this was enough | fully thul English law did not give furmer | | hills", eyewitness accounls which in | for the first tine "declassiil dovu- which iS e f} 
Britain — seemed to back {mnıedinte universally applicable rights become un- | to nullify the original judgınent the law | heads of state immunity for actions thal | | some cases open up new lines uf in- | ments" as corraburation — hw 1, ils sukliers workerl sit by | ground. is nly one stage in Uu 2 .: a ladle 
punishment for Saddam Hussein in the intelligible, Such a community has, how- | lords have made things worse. They have | went beyond any reasonable interprela | | quiry, aul a scalhing analy’ French forces joined up wilh tle lle 5 he 0 army. “How | prucess vf micovering Ihe truth iN ail 0 . 
cyent of a further rupture with Uniled | ever, not been much in evidence these | created a precedent for appealing against | tion of government functions, dysfunction thal charucterisiel ilu: | Hutt government's army, inl haw idle il e اا‎ o Rt Freh ivolvcinuatt evel, bit SO illim ol il is condi i 
Nations weapons inspectors. In 1993 pant days. The UN is one of its forms — | appeals, not to a higher court because One can only hope that the next panel | ' belıaviour of the French gowrn- | thal regime, under French prulec- a ا‎ il ." lie repurt Rwanda, Bu it narks im imprint | tl on 1 rluctiunt e : 
France louk part in honbing uperationa. Ilawed, to be sure, but not lo be treated as | there is none, but lo H different panel of | of law lords will take the view, idealk | | ment and {be internaliunal comınu- | Lion, allowed ils rucism lo gl oul of rl 1 E army officer | step forward in thal MPs were ible | urms, notably in i El 1 
It is not entirely clear what has funda- | a contingent tool of Washington's will. the same court, The impressiun that the unanimously, thal General Pinochel dues : | nity at lhe time. canirol. ks, “ 1 «ad thal, lhrough he j Lo pike Lheir noses into the presi: i | ing public N 1 1 
mentally changed since then. The absence of specific UN mandates | law is na lottery gets a powerful boasl. not have the immunity he claims. | The repûrl's accuuut uf Lhe falls The report cuncludes curiously | gol i inlû 8 r mission | dent's "privale preserve”. Canficlen- | is im ava hinl Hiu دا ا‎ N | 
lf, by contrast, the British are now de- should not, as Kosovo arguably showed, If before last month's hearing Lord | Whether they da or not, lasl week's vi j ' and the way it describes Ihem tu- | tht “in the face of that upsurge ind ا ا‎ : E hie was leading lial defeıce documents wert made tackle. li believes i e 

termined fo atandl firm with the United | alwaya be allowed lo become an obstacle | Hoffmanu had declared his links to a tory of taclics over principle has unneces' ¦ | gether make for a damning inclicl- | lhat organisalion of violence ad e indlireutly commanding aıı | available to theın, and twuthirds ul neni E ii 
States, the question is: to what end? With | to necessary action, Bul was the bombing | charity that promotes some of Aunnesty's | sarily interrupted the scarch for justice. 1 a Tce a nls ا ا‎ oped E 8 my, in this case the army of a | the hearings that look place in er e 0 a اس‎ Uy been f 
1 | Pursu le wron rica pulicy, | ciled, . 4 2 uestiun | era have beet ju . 1 : SE ا‎ 
. . | | ad did not respond ln hak EE i e e a | E MÞs also ook aaa EE E ed 0 | 

1 i - en . : أ 1 ا د‎ igali Aidan ıs 7 ا‎ 

| rag ral ds hei g hten Ethical ore و‎ Rlicy lalest pictures. 1 e e a France was not directly How did France gel self inlo | investigation of {he prevent corruption. In 187 protesl 

1 . اھ ی و و کم 


Ili : i 1 Îven by | to deımauıd that cerlaiıı new legis 
ا ا‎ 1 7 1 is one such a fix? The impression given 1 2 
OTE ELE ST EE E 
: ان‎ EE 1 to the media, is that France, despite red. 1 01 hgriies Tie CP listens 
a e 1 a ‘the و‎ a ا‎ 5 the problems revealecl by 0 MPs' i of foreign military opera el a iE, EE 
report deta 0 O CT OF Gil ai : investigations, did not really put a | Lions. : because fle lari provides a living 
events that led n 2 1 E for a parliamen- | foot wrong. There is a huge 0 ls E E for 80 per cent of the population. 
yê hat al NL ion missi hı | ancy belwcen reports edifying | f i 1 dd Another problem impeding re 
but tries to prove that at every stage | lary information mission, on suc 1 fits sol | such areas as foreign policy and de- 0 1 1 E 
Pari ا‎ i £; |" Eta Elupterg sd şone of : 1 t to be a | form is the pariy’s waning authority. 
of the process Paris hal a good | issues as arms deliveries, to restric 0 fence, This could turn ou ihe party's waning avthoriy. 
seer 1 0 n E e Od of i the president of the | key او‎ al nl RE E E ai ictired reneral 
e e But onı other ques- | time, the late François Mitterrand, nee ا‎ iu first | who has a lot af influence over 
Quflês and his colleagues con arıns traffickers. shown greater | gets off fairly lghlly, whereas al the | on sinuilar ا‎ a fd | yolmg CP cadres, feel iL is vital to 
ا ا‎ ak a و‎ cull ve indications are that it was he who | analysing the risks invol 
was the only mistake tlial | perception. 


nıovenıents sprang up in severiıl 
fron the report's 366 pages. The 


crisis of leadership 


> ا ج 

: expecl that immediately — bul ttiey 

Martin Woollacott will expect relrospeclive justifica- 
tiun in time, 


| IKE lhe raclar images outlining ‘The brnader issue is whether {lie 


the airmen’s targets, Ihc four balance belween American ind 
day bombing Campaign wagel | international polilics, obviously nuw 
against Iraq las illaminalerl tı dle- | nrore Ilhan askew, can be restored. 

gree of clisarray and (livisinn imong 


٤ : . They 
ا‎ 1 1 in | iı 1 riminal regime while | denıocratise the movement 
in- sterminded France's pollcy in | ing with a crimina ot seem to have been overly 
for a starl, nether Republienns France made, The report e ودا‎ the Rwanda. 1 keeping the iE ا‎ by the release of several 
ihe world's nations thu coull | nor Demevrals seem to care (hal ûlihough the first 300 pages of | volved the ee state. | The report, while breaking new (Decembe political and religious prisoners just 
scarcely have been imaginecl in | {wir civil war over Clinlon alfeels the report contain a wealth of infor- | very workings of the 
1991. It is as if the raids hive trys- | lhe whole world, usually in dlestrıtc- 


before the Asean summit. : 
While countries such as Thai- 
land, hardest hit by the crisis, are 
busy restructurin; 0 a has 
n'a speech | intention of speeding up the pace ol 
six i posta o ert o E ا 2 و‎ 1 the | reform. That E ا‎ 2 
e E E iS the | image af the US in the Middle versely affect its greatest a: 
0 


1 : d extremely 
States’ within a matter of j large, hard-working anı 
i t, thanks to Unscom, Iraq | East reverted اا ا‎ 
le e re 0 e I 0 ا‎ e : 0 e than a hand- days to what it has ی‎ cl e Eo 1 E pek cehl GÊRE 
fone 0 pa ou o OE 0 | fl of longrange ulsslles in ite Î 0 d- | ation of the national currency, the 
Nai e | el o ل‎ ean cer e a ing o a 1E Leq dêng, İn the space of 18 months may 
ita : the United | carried out lıaco! : . a a ê | fsa whether Smants may 
0 Cl | Pb RE rad O û ا‎ ether It "be Arab, | that violates Security Council e n E e e 
even though | justification for resorting to a region, whether i be E o ggons. e | armpeltlon ont Vielen oleh 
ا‎ 0 be 1 threatened by [rad, even though | . This only encourages people 
country that bas already . bee! 3 by ! 14 


- | devalued;by a far greater amount. 
brought to its kneea. it js generally recognised that | to see the U as a country 0 “Despite that, the Vietnamese gov- 


lallîsed the dorbis thal have been Î live ways. In the Midcilê East, Arabs 
Aceumulating for a long lime about | see US policy as either malign or 
the filness anıl competence of the inexplicable, playing wilh their lives 
American political class, and aboul | 1o make pulitical theatre a1 home. 
the hybrid system of worl gover- Washington's relations with the 
nance, halfAmerican and halfinler- | United Nations, which had a new 
national, with which we have been beginning when Kofi Aıınan was ap- 
limping along in recent years. pointed secretary-general, are once 
The collapse of the coalition again disrupted. The relationship 
against Iraq is uot Just about Iraq. It | with Russia has been further dam- 
raises the question of whether the aged. And US hopes of redefining 
interests and priorities of the United Î Nato tasks to include responding 1o 
Slates, whose leaders are (Iriven by Î states trying to develop weapons of 
ever more precise calculations of | mass destruction must uow dimin- 
short-term popularity, can be recor- | ish. The European Union's cohesion 
ciled with the needs of world leader. | will suffer from the tensions conse- 
ship. Unlesa there is a working | quent on Britain's position as the 


which was our best guarantee of 


Pursuing a disastrous policy on Iraqg . Feeder, yy 


After being boosted 


it‏ 4 ل 
been doing its job in Iraq, i‏ 

EDITORIAL ays Hd to do so in diffi- 

cult and hostile circumstances. 


helpers, US planning for a post-Sad- One nation's irresponsibility 
dam Iraq was shown up as amateur | feeds another's, It is despicable for 
Ish and inadequate. The world may | Russian legislators to say that they 
be forgiven for believing that these | will throw out measures of nuclear 
past deficiencies cannot be made up | disarmament in order to thumb 


1 his 
cent decisions on Iraq on to 
mıinisters and advisers. And it iš %" 
them that we are in effecl i 
ing for thıe consistency and sel 
ness of policy that alone can Ju 


: 1 rid of Saddam out 
4 0 : who .has already | perate to get nıent Joes not share tlıe sense of 
for now by afew bombing raids. their noses at the US over Iraq. . | last week's raids. Blair and he U ٤ also ۰ 0 Vee 1 ied Broved imal a serious r 1 اا‎ hi by potina sane: urgency antec DiS e 
connection between the major cen- | US's only active partner, The problem is the contrast be | Youucannot have this kind of slap- | Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, : : 0 6 the same day that | maker, is probably ' doing bls a "a moye that, has only in- | business parlners. Twelve years 
tres of political and military power, The intensily of the disarray is | tween the often lightweight nature | stick going on while bonıbs are | be added to that nıiımber. anol be | Butlér handed f hla report) |. best to hang on ta some of |. ا‎ 
especially. the US, and what mast Î new, but the divisions are not. Every | of US and British politics, and the | falling without feeling a .sense of These attacks on İraq ¢ 2 Batic 
people regard as just action bro- | one of the difficulties touched on 


creased the şuffering of.the Iraqi | have elapsed sinçe the decision 


his .chemical and biologicnl 1 aS open , up the country to inwa 
1 bul ontly 3 another .organisation operating | his . cher E people. .  . : ueslnent. and tourism, During 
heavyweight nature of the issues. | great unease. The war fought for | defended in themselves 1 و‎ onal Atomic Î weapons... ...:: ا‎ all thesê reasons — quitg Û investment.: 
kered through our accepted inter- | above was there during the Gultwar | That families in New York and Lore | momentary political advantage is | part ol a determined new polcy I Dection team, U: „İn Iraq, the International . But what inçentive is there fof | . For 8e. that period, both the urban and the 
E or: then the world | in 1991. The difference is seven don went about buying Christmas | now such an entertainment staple 
really is in trouble. 


move Saddam. But most 0PPO f, What EnerayAgeney. TAA), e 
,„ well aware of ere ۰ r. — ¥ 

bi, E far fom gure that hat i Bely the oppo 

level. The impeachınent procedures | Bill Clinton, more and more | .new campaign will melee 4 

against Clinton, even as ihe bombs | resembling a hurt boy in his | lesswhetherit اا‎ ind Biiish 2 

were falling on Iraq, sums. it up on | demeanour, encourages . such | The burden on the them won e iF | i content, the decisi 

another. The Russian Duma's dis | thoughts. We feel sorry for him, but |! governments js o prove ihe sensitive 8 


apart from the so-called “coal” 
ral. (read; ciyilan) çasualties 
` of the bombing — the, US: decl- 
overthrow him? ! Î gfon- could turn, put e be. و‎ 
: ed in neither form ior |. trous..But then disast 

0 Î a ag word i, for much toa 


years of up-and-down policies in the 
A let is being risked here, begin- | Middle East and, elsewhere, Where 
1, ning with the reputations of individ- | differences in 1991 melted away be- 
ual politicians. President Clinton is a | cause of US determination and the 
lost cause, but Tony Blair coull also | successes It brought, they have 
Jose a lot of his political capital if the grown since because of American 


him to comply with UN resolu’ 
tlona on disarming. Iraq when 
, the avowed aim. of the US is to 


rural andsepes have changed 
rndicaly, : د‎ 
Even na clouds seem lo bo gall 
ering on {he horizon, tbe commu: 
nist lepdership remains fearful thal 
changes, If too audacious, could 


presents while Iraqi fanıilles were in | lhat the idea lurks behind every 
fear of their lives sums it up on one | explanation and analysis. : 


It will | long now, has heen applicable ta thair grip on power. 
ı | Iraq waa. also .dangerous, licy. towards Iraq. . | threaten their grip o: : 
to : 0 effe = | „overall, US policy. 4 ' (Decemı 
caınpaign against Saddam Hussein Î inattention, bunıbling, and failure. [ cussion of whether or not to appeal |ı we also feel sorry he is in charge. | and to show that American 1 ê ا‎ t no doubt have the effect id . . (December.18) .. : Desember 17) 
goes wrong İn the sense that further | When Iraqi forces rolled Iato Irbil in |: to Monica Lewinsky to:help stop the س ا‎ . 
suffering is.inflicted on Iraq without | 1996, executing .the opposition who 


elght years that Unscora 8: 1e: i : ing up Unscoms operations, 
achieving his removal. Nobody will Î failed to fee with their American parody, :-Î-throw the responsibility for the re- Î again into a degree of concert: : 1 : 


of 
. And we doubt his judgment, He |. and the proper manage oy ۳ 
' raicls on Iraq takes it into the zone of |ı himself knows enough of this. to | international affairs can,be br?! أ‎ 


